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Sign Up Today For The Mission Viejo
Membership/Trash Program

   Mission Viejo                                and Waste Connection

Call 303-288-2100
Be sure to tell them you are a Mission Viejo Resident

COST: (includes bi-weekly Recycle service)
$20.06 - Monthly 

$80.24 - Tri Annual
Save even more: $220.66 - Yearly

HOW MUCH TRASH?

4 - 32 gallon personal cans OR 4 - bags OR a mixture of the two.

Seasonal Service (June to November) allows 3 additional bags. 

Waste Connections provides a quarterly rebate to the HOA of $2 per month 
for each resident participating in the program.
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Call 303-288-2100 for current pricing information
              Be sure to mention that you are a Mission Viejo resident!
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   Mission Viejo                                and Waste Connection

Call 303-288-2100
Be sure to tell them you are a Mission Viejo Resident

COST: (includes bi-weekly Recycle service)
$20.06 - Monthly 

$80.24 - Tri Annual
Save even more: $220.66 - Yearly

HOW MUCH TRASH?

4 - 32 gallon personal cans OR 4 - bags OR a mixture of the two.

Seasonal Service (June to November) allows 3 additional bags. 

Waste Connections provides a quarterly rebate to the HOA of $2 per month 
for each resident participating in the program.

Waste Connection’s service includes: 
* Bi-weekly recyclings *

* Enhanced seasonal services *
* Large item pickup * 

* The MV HOA receives a quarterly rebate of $2.00 per participating 
resident, helps to fund HOA events and beautification programs.

Dumpster Days:
Cost: Active members free, 
	 non-active members $30, 
	 non-MVHOA Residents $40
June 6, 2026, 8am – 11am (or until 
	 trucks are full, whichever comes first)
	 Holy Love Church Parking Lot
October 3, 2026, 8am – 11am (or until 
	 trucks are full, whichever comes first)
	 Holy Love Church Parking Lot

Upcoming 2026 
Board Meetings:

July 6, 2026; August 3, 2026;
October 5, 2026; December 7, 2026;

January 4, 2027
All meetings are scheduled for 6:30pm at 
the Mission Viejo Library Meeting Room.
Note: There will not be a board meeting on 
the following dates:
	 June 1, 2026 (Board agreed on)
	 September 7, 2026 (Labor Day)
	 November 2, 2026 (Election Day) 

Hello, June! Now the days 
are going to be hotter and 

the nights even longer.
– Unknown

MISSION Vl�O 
REPORTER 

NEWS FROM TH€ MISSION Vl(;/O ASSOCl4 TION INC 
      Find us on the web at: MissionViejoHOA.org

Subscriptions To Pay Dues 
Via Paypal And Stripe – Action Is 
Needed If You Have These Set Up

	 If you have a subscription to make your dues payment via PayPal or Stripe, we 
ask that you cancel all future payments via these providers. Both charge the HOA a 
fee to transfer the funds to the HOA account. Instead, the board has approved the use 
of Zelle, which deposits funds directly into our account without paying any fees. The 
HOA is planning on closing the PayPal and Stripe accounts within the next 30-45 
days, so please take appropriate action today.

Paying By Zelle
	 If you want to make a donation to the Mission Viejo 
HOA Neighborhood Association you can do so by using 
the below QR Code. It is very important when making 
payment you enter your address in the memo. This will 
allow us to record your name and address for accounting 
and records keeping. Activating your 2026 Active mem-
bership allows Mission Viejo HOA residents to utilize 
Dumpster Days and the Annual Hay Ride at no additional 
cost. To send money via Zelle, open your bank’s mobile 
app or online banking platform and locate the Zelle fea-
ture. Next, register your email address or mobile number 
and select the option to send money. Enter treasurer@
missionviejohoa.org as the recipient’s email address 
along with the donation amount. You should also email the treasurer, letting them 
know that a payment has been sent. The Treasurer will then know your payment has 
been processed and can obtain any other information it needs to ensure you are listed 
as an active member of the HOA and can participate in activities without any costs. 

Some residents have reported they had to enter the 
organization as Mission Viejo Homeowners Assn.

I just need summer nights and fun.
– Unknown



Mission Viejo HOA Board of Directors

Alan Engels, President / Newsletter Editor.... President@missionviejohoa.org 
Farzan Beroz, Vice President...................VicePresident@missionviejohoa.org
Pat Kraft, Treasurer....................................... Treasurer@missionviejohoa.org
Bob Bandstra, Secretary.................................Secretary@missionviejohoa.org
Kent Bender......................................... MemberAtLarge@missionviejohoa.org

ACCESS AURORA: 
Aurora Police Dept. Neighborhood PAR Officer:

Stacy Sparks, 303-627-3175, ssparks@auroragov.org
MISSION VIEJO TRASH PROGRAM

Waste Connections 303-288-2100
MISSION VIEJO HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

4255 S. Buckley Road, #110 • Aurora, CO 80013-2951

COMMITTEES
Welcome Committee: TBD

Garden Committee: Jerry and Lois Kiefer, Betty Richards,
Carol Tobiassen, Nicole Wallace, Sue Fedorowicz 

Volunteer Coordinator: Bonnie Engels
volunteers@missionviejohoa.org 

WEBSITE: www.missionviejohoa.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/448363365762307

vicepresident@missionviejohoa.org
	 The Mission Viejo Homeowners’ Association Inc. is a state non-profit organization. 
The purpose of the Mission Viejo HOA is to unite the unit owners of the Mission Viejo 
subdivisions in Aurora, Colorado; to encourage civic improvements within said area, to 
encourage community activities including, but not by way of limitation, the beautifica-
tion, maintenance, and general appearance of vacant and improved lots, streets, parkways, 
entrances, open and recreational areas situated within the area and used in common by its 
residents; enhance the safety of Mission Viejo; facilitate enforcement of any and all build-
ing restrictions, protective covenants, and to otherwise act in the interests of the members 
of the Association. Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not con-
stitute a recommendation or endorsement by the Association of the goods or services 
offered. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors 
and not the Board of your Association. Neither the Board, publisher, nor the authors 
intend to provide any professional service or opinion through this publication.

News Articles
The deadline for news articles is the 15th of the month before 
the next month’s issue. Please email news articles to president@ 
missionviejohoa.org.  All letters or articles need to include your 
name and daytime phone number. All articles must be approved by 
the editor for publication, or as space permits. 
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Ask The Board
	 In the coming months we will be publishing answers to 
questions the Board receives about our community. If you have 
any questions or concerns that can have an impact on MV and 
its residents, please send them by email to president@mission-
viejohoa.org. Help us make MV an even better place to live!

Advertise in this Newsletter!
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th  
of the month for the next month’s issue,  
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.   

Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or 
info@newsletterconnections.com 

To find ad rates and discounts, go to  
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code. 

Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommendation 
or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered therein. 
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and not of the 
Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, publisher nor 
the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through this publication. 

We are fully licensed, insured and certified to permanently 
repair aluminum wiring and remove your fire hazard. Visit 
our web site at www.alwirerepair.com to read about the 
hazards of aluminum wiring and the CPSC recommended 
COPALUM repair method. Call today for your home  
wiring evaluation!

ALUMINUM WIRING
can be DANGEROUS!

720-299-4706

IS YOUR HOME WIRED SAFELY?
Most homes built between 1964 & 1974 contain aluminum wiring.

Did you know “homes wired with aluminum wiring are 55 times more 
likely to have one or more connections reach Fire Hazard Conditions”

—US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC Pub #516

Your Safety Is Our Business!
Lic #6092 • Insured • Honest & Dependable

Serving all your electrical needs with Local References!

We are fully licensed, insured and certified to permanently 
repair aluminum wiring and remove your fire hazard. Visit 
our website at www.alwiremitigation.com to read about the 
hazards of aluminum wiring and the CPSC recommended 
COPALUM repair method. Call today for your home wiring 
evaluation!

Serving all your electrical needs 
like EV Charging Stations!

Lic #0103100 • Insured • Honest & Dependable

720-299-4706

IS YOUR HOME WIRED SAFELY?
Most homes built between 1964 & 1974 contain aluminum wiring.

Did you know “homes wired with aluminum wiring are 55 times more likely 
to have one or more connections reach Fire Hazard Conditions”
—US Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC Pub #516

This Space 
Intentionally Left Blank 

for Teen Services
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June 20 • 4–7 p.m.
Cherry Creek Retirement Village

COMMUNITY

(303) 693-0200
14555 East Hampden Avenue 
Aurora, CO 80014
CherryCreekRetirement.com

 LIVE 
MUSIC

DELICIOUS
BBQ

FUN  GAMES AND ACTIVITIES

Join us for

Sponsored by

20% OFF ORDER
NOW DELIVERING TOO!

LET US BRING THE WINGS TO YOU!
$20 MIN, $1.50 delivery charge

WING HUT
FAMILY OWNED AND PROUDLY 
SERVING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

SINCE 2001
NE corner of Hampden and Chambers

winghutaurora.com
303.699.9464

Expires 06/30/26. Must present coupon.

MV

Get Ready for Summer!
Beaver Stump Grinding
 & Tree Service

Quality Service at 
Reasonable Rates 

Since 1995

•  Tree Trimming 
•  Tree Removal 
•  Bush Removal 
•  Stump Grinding 
•  Rock Walls 
•  RR Ties 
•  Sod Work 
•  Top Soil 
•  Wood Chips 

•  Gutters 
•  Roto-Tilling 
•  Hauling 
•  Sprinkler Repair 
•  Power Washing
•  Fences
•  Gardens
•  Trees Planted
•  Fall Yard Clean-up

Full Service Landscaping
All Debris Removed • All Materials Recycled

24/7 Year-Round Service
Locally Owned & Operated  •  Licensed & Insured

Preston, 303-829-8414

Volunteers Needed
	 Mission Viejo HOA Neighborhood Association offers 
opportunities for you to volunteer to make the community a 
better place to live. Some examples are:
	 1.)	Newsletter delivery – current openings
	 2.)	Picking up trash along the exterior or interior of the 

community
	 3.)	Helping at a community event, like Dumpster Day 
	 If you would like to volunteer, please send an email with 
your Name, address, email, phone number and what area 
you would like to volunteer your time for to volunteers@ 
missionviejohoa.org. Our volunteer Coordinator will give your 
information to the activity coordinator who will contact you. 
We appreciate your willingness to make Mission Viejo a better 
place to live. 

Mission Viejo HOA Neighbor-
hood Association Website
	 While the Association will periodically make posts to Our 
Facebook Page or to Next Door, the most up-to-date informa-
tion can be found on our webpage: https://missionviejohoa.
org. We are currently in the process of revamping the webpage 
to a newer platform. During the next few months, the look and 
feel of the page, as well as the historical data will be moving. 
We apologize for any inconvenience it may cause, but hope the 
new look will be easier to navigate. We plan on moving email 
services first. So please be patient with us as we navigate these 
changes.

HOA Meeting Survey
	 In our April 6, 2026 meeting we discussed whether we 
could/would livestream our monthly meetings. As there are 
costs associated with obtaining the equipment to do so, we 
thought it would be a good idea to see how many people would 
attend meetings virtually, if we sent the funds to make it avail-
able. As stewards of the HOA funds, we want to make sure 
we are using our dollars wisely. The poll is located at https://
missionviejohoa.org then look for the Virtual Meeting Poll on 
the main page. The board will discuss this at its July Meeting, 
so please let us know your thoughts.
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What others call “extras,” we
consider essential. Every child
enjoys weekly classes in Fit
Buddies, Paints & Pianos, & The
Art of Living - designed to spark
curiosity and teach real-life skills.

What others call “extras,” we
consider essential. Every child
enjoys weekly classes in Fit
Buddies, Paints & Pianos, & The
Art of Living - designed to spark
curiosity and teach real-life skills.

Our Nest Play Curriculum blends
purposeful play with school
readiness, meeting and exceeding
both state and national early
childhood standards.

Our Nest Play Curriculum blends
purposeful play with school
readiness, meeting and exceeding
both state and national early
childhood standards.

Find a school near you!Find a school near you!

Infants - Pre-K | Flexible EnrollmentInfants - Pre-K | Flexible Enrollment

Find a school near you!
Infants - Pre-K | Flexible Enrollment

It’s Fall Preschool 
Enrollment Time!

It’s Fall Preschool 
Enrollment Time!

Now Enrolling for Colorado UPK for the 26-27 school year!Now Enrolling for Colorado UPK for the 26-27 school year!
TheNestSchool.comTheNestSchool.com

Present this ad for free registration.
May not be combined with other offers.

We Are Continuing 
Our Mission Viejo Vs. 
Waste Connections Audit
	 Thanks to those who responded during the last 2 months. 
We need as many folks to respond as possible to make sure you 
are being counted as part of the Mission Viejo Trash Program. 
We are trying to compile as much information that we can in 
advance of the June 6th Dumpster Day. 
	 Please email MVHOA.Audit@gmail.com by June 30, 
2026, with your name and service address, if you use Waste 
Connections. We will compare all of the data we collect and 
ask Waste Connections to add any households to the listing to 
ensure we maximize contributions. If you don’t have access 
to email, send us a postcard to the Association Mail Box at: 
MVHOA Attn: MV Audit, 4255 S. Buckley Road #110, Aurora, 
CO 80013 or come to the next HOA Meeting, sign in and pro-
vide us the information. We use these listing at HOA activities, 
so if you are new or know of an issue with your account, please 
bring your current trash contract with you to the event. We 
appreciate your assistance in making sure we are getting paid 
for your participation in the program. 

Let it be June, bring the summer beach back,
and let our life be simple again.

– Unknown

Build Up Aurora
Saturday, June 7 | 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
Summer at Town Center at Aurora
	 Help shape Aurora’s future! The City of Aurora is hosting 
this interactive event where residents can learn more about 
local infrastructure plans, share feedback, and enjoy fami-
ly-friendly fun. Expect snacks, giveaways, games, and more—
all right inside the Town Center.
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Natasha Hedlund,

Independent Mary Kay 
Skin Care Consultant

How I bring beauty to you!

As my customer, you can create your ideal beauty experience. I offer 
personalized service that fits you. Just tell me if you’d like a one-on-one 
consultation, a party with friends, a virtual party, makeup tips, skin care 
advice or free samples. You can always try before you buy.

If you prefer to shop online, order by e-mail or contact me by phone, the 
choice is yours. I’d love to help you with any or all of your beauty needs. 
Let’s talk!

nhedlund@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/nhedlund

214.641.6213

Summer Has Arrived
	 To conserve water, please make sure you follow watering 
restrictions outlined by the City of Aurora at: AuroraGov.org/
Drought. Residents with even numbered addresses can water 
on Sunday and Thursday, while residents with odd numbered 
addresses can water on Saturday and Wednesday. With no 
Watering between 10 AM and 6 PM. 
	 It is also time to take care of lawns, gardens and trees. City 
of Aurora Code Enforcement can place a failure notice on your 
door if your lawn or weeds are more than 6 in. high, if hedges 
block sidewalks, or if tree branches over streets and sidewalks 
are within 10 ft. from the ground. You are responsible to care 
for all sides of your property that have public streets and side-
walks. If you receive a notice, you will be allowed a few days 
to take care of the issue, otherwise the city will send a crew to 
take care of the issue and assess your property. The HOA paid 
for 4 sprayings of weed control to the to the exterior of the 
community because it can be dangerous to spray and remove 
weeds and trash when traffic is traveling at 40 mph or faster. 
The cost to the HOA per household along the exterior of the 
community is less than $8. Per spraying or $32. per year. The 
typical cost for individual spraying per household is often more 
than $500. per year. This is a great savings for residents who 
back up to the exterior of the community. If you live along the 
exterior and would like to contribute to the cost, please consid-
er contributing to the HOA.

Wright’s Carnival
June 19 – July 6 | Weekdays 5–11 pm, Weekends 1–11 pm
	 Located in the JCPenney parking lot, Wright’s Carnival is 
back with all your favorite rides, midway games, and classic 
carnival treats. Admission is free, and while ride wristbands 
are available for purchase, you can still soak up the festive 
atmosphere at no cost.
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EARLY LITERACY PROGRAMS:
Mondays at 10:30 a.m.	 Baby Storytime (ages 0-2)
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.	 Tots Tunes (ages 0-5)
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.	 Storytime (ages 0-5)
Tues, June 30 at 10:30 a.m.	 Blocks & Play (ages 0-5)

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN:
Wed, June 3 at 4:30 p.m.	 Amber Slime (ages 6-18)
Wed, June 10 at 4:30 p.m.	 Dinosaur Terrariums (ages 6-18)
Wed, June 17 at 4:30 p.m.	 Dinosaur Skeletons (ages 6-18)
Sat, June 20, 10:30-noon	 Read to a Therapy Dog (ages 0-12)
Wed, June 24 at 4:30 p.m.	 Dinosaur Dirt Cups (ages 6-18)

PROGRAMS FOR PRE-TEENS AND TEENS:
Thu, June 4 at 4:30 p.m.	 Dinosaur Tea Party (ages 12-18)
Thu, June 11 at 4:30 p.m.	 Egyptian Cookie Dioramas 
			   (ages 12-18)
Sat, June 13 at 10:00 a.m.	 80s Roller Rink Murder Mystery 
			   (ages 12-18)
Thu, June 18 at 4:30 p.m.	 Amazing Digital Circus Craft 
			   (ages 12-18)
Thu, June 25 at 4:30 p.m.	 Teen Advisory Group (ages 12-18)

PROGRAMS FOR ALL AGES:
Sat, June 6 at 2:00 p.m.	 Magic Show: Unearth a Story
Sat, June 27 at 10:00 a.m.	 Diamond Art Craft

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS:
Wed, June 3 at 11:00 a.m.	 AARP Presents: Identity Theft
Fri, June 5 at 11:00 a.m.	 Resin Geode Coasters
Sat, June 6 at 10:30 a.m.	 Prehistory in Aurora
Fri, June 12 & 26 at 11:00 a.m.	Coffee & Coloring
Sat, June 13 & 20 at 2:00 p.m.	 Dungeons & Dragons
Wed, June 17 at 11:00 a.m.	 Hieroglyphic Pot Painting 
			   & Plant Giveaway
Sat, June 27 at 2:00 p.m.	 Boston Tea Party

Mission Viejo Library: June Programs
For more information about library programs, call 303-326-8600 or visit auroralibrary.org.

Treasurer’s Report 
3/31/2025 to 3/31/2026
Beginning Balance................................................. $18,301
Income – none reported this month
Expenses
	 Newsletter Gift Cards............................................ $330
	 Ironwood (Weed Control)................................... $4,437
	 Webpage................................................................... $75
	 URL Registration (5 yr)........................................... $91
	 Bank Activity Charges............................................... $2
Total Expenses.......................................................... $4,935
Ending Balance..................................................... $18,501
* Note that all amounts are rounded to the nearest dollar.
** The ending balance matches with the Treasurer Report 
for the April 6, 2026 meeting minutes.
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MCNAMARA’S PAINTING AND HANDYMAN 
SERVICES . Int/Ext painting,  drywall repair and 
texture. Power wash decks, patios and houses. 
Stain decks. Bill 303-503-0589 free estimates.  
Grass or Corn fed beef for sale - farm fresh,  
all natural, straight from our CO ranch to your 
table. Cattle prices are on the rise. Get your 
beef now in bulk. Sold by 1/4, 1/2 or whole.  
Call 719-349-0679. KSayles@plainstel.com
LAWN WORKS Ltd eco-LawnCare, Patching 
& Plugless-Aeration. Sprinkler/Drip-Startups,  
Coverage & Repair. (720)999-2245 

Encore Music Academy: Affordable music  
lessons in the convenience of your home. Curric-
ulum based, guitar, bass guitar, piano/keyboard 
and viola instruction. Please call 720-520-3800. 
CALL  Big Dog Rooter Plumbing and Services 
LLC 720-338-5331. WE SPECIALIZE IN-Hydro 
Jetting, Drain Cleaning, Water Heaters, Leaks 
Repairs, Sewer Line Repairs, Free Estimates, 
Residential & Commercial. Affordable Pricing. SO 
FLUSH THE REST CALL THE BEST! 
Money Likes Speed, Simplicity And Automa-
tion! www.PerpetualProfits.biz

P & S Paint and Remodeling. Kitchen, bath, 
flooring, plumbing, painting and general home 
improvements. Now offering Snow Removal. 
Call David 303-547-4280. 
OB PAINTING. $500 off exterior/ 10% off  
interior. Free Estimates. Rob: 303-908-9063.
Curtis Construction. Free Estimates! Utility 
Trenching, Drainage Systems, Erosion Control, 
Excavation, Hauling, Dirt Compaction, Xeri-
scape, Fence Installation, Retaining Walls, Site 
Prep, Grading, Land clearing. Call/Text Andrew 
Curtis 720-354-2167. 

Classified ads are $5.00/line (about 40 characters/line). Contact Newsletter Connections at 303-979-7499 or info@newsletter 
connections.com to place an ad. To view our display ad prices, visit our website at NewsletterConnections.com. The deadline for placing a 
classified or display ad is the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. for Oct. issue), except the January issue, which has a 
deadline of December 6th. Residents placing ads to sell household items are not charged a fee.

CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to find local professionals to work 
on your house! You can also find activities, sale items and more!

Find more professionals to suit your needs on our Service Provider Directory at NewsletterConnections.com.

MOM • IMMIGRANT • EDUCATOR

Anne immigrated to America from Cote d'Ivoire almost 20 years
ago. She stayed, became a citizen, and is raising her teenage
daughter in Aurora.

It is easy to be cynical about the direction of the country, the
state, and the city, but Anne Keke believes that if you have a dream
and work hard for it, you should find success and stability.

Anne will fight for a better future for all Coloradans by:

✓ Addressing the affordability crisis in housing,
healthcare, energy, groceries, and more

✓ Making Colorado a leader in addressing climate change
✓ Protecting immigrants and families like hers
✓ Improving education outcomes and opportunities for all

students

annekeke.com ANNE KEKE, DEMOCRAT FOR HD41
annekekeforcolorado41@gmail.com | 720-939-0654

Paid For By Anne Keke For Colorado, Anne Keke Registered Agent

	 Global Fest is Aurora’s signature celebration of international cultures, returning to the Aurora Municipal Center Great Lawn on 
Saturday, June 14. This free, family-friendly festival brings together the sights, sounds, and flavors of more than 60 cultures from around 
the world. Attendees can experience the vibrant Parade of Nations, enjoy captivating live performances across two stages, including a 
crowd-favorite Selena tribute, and sample authentic global cuisine from dozens of food vendors. From the colorful International Fashion 
Show to engaging cultural exhibits and kid-friendly activities, Global Fest is a joyful showcase of Aurora’s diversity and unity. Whether 
you’re a local or a visitor, this is your passport to a world of celebration, all in one unforgettable day.   – https://www.visitaurora.com

Global Fest: June 14th, Aurora Municipal Center
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TThhiinnkkiinngg  ooff  SSeelllliinngg??
LLeett  oouurr  eexxppeerrttiissee  hheellpp  yyoouu  ggeett  

tthhee  mmoosstt  ffoorr  yyoouurr  hhoommee..
CCaallll  uuss  ttooddaayy!!

	 Summer’s in full swing, the kids are on vacation and look-
ing for things to do. Before you give in to the unrealistic notion 
that your children need to be entertained on a regular basis 
when they’re not in school, remember that it’s summer – a time 
for even the most active kids to take a break from organized 
activities and find ways to entertain themselves.
	 This list of practical (and fun) ideas for things kid can do 
on their own, or with a parent or caregiver, should help you 
survive until the school bus rolls into the neighborhood again.
	 1. Pick your own...whatever. Find a farm with blueberries, 
strawberries, tomatoes, flowers, etc., and get picking.
	 2. Camp out. First-timers, try backyard camping.
	 3. Camp in. Put the sleeping bags on the floor and have a 
family slumber party.
	 4. Rearrange the furniture. Give the kids graph paper and 
have them draw out a plan first.
	 5. Invite friends over for a game day. Have a kids’ games 
table and an adult one too. Candyland, chess, Monopoly, Clue 
– let the kids pick their favorites.
	 6. Make your own pizza.
	 7. Talk to the animals. Go to a zoo. If there isn’t one near-
by, take a virtual zoo tour online.
	 8. Get wet. Break out the kiddie pools, hoses, and sprin-
klers. Or if the budget permits, spend the day at a waterpark.
	 9. Have a puzzle race. Stock up on 100-piece puzzles 
and see who finishes first. For older kids, skip the race and 
challenge them to complete a mega-piece puzzle. Set up a spot 
where everyone can join in working on the puzzle.

	 10. Play (or learn) card games. Amazing how much fun 
you can have with a single pack of playing cards. Little ones 
can learn crazy eights or Old Maid. Teach the older kids rummy 
or poker, or discover new games to master.
	 11. Make good use of nearby parks. Go to your local 
park’s website, print the schedule of activities and tape it to the 
refrigerator.
	 12. Pack a picnic. And plop down to eat it just about any-
where, at a free concert, in a state park or in your own back-
yard. Rainy day? Have an Indoors Picnic! Spread a blanket on 
the living room floor where there are no bugs or rain to contend 
with and the children will love it!
	 15. Join (or create) a summer reading club. Most local 
libraries have a summer reading program that awards prizes for 
the most books read. If your library doesn’t, create your own. 
Pick a day of the week to be library day. You take back the 
read books and pick up new ones. Create categories and award 
prizes to whoever read the most books in those categories. If 
you have three children, have three categories. Make sure every 
child gets a prize.
	 16. Experiment with new hairdos. Let the kids try out 
not-permanent colors or braids. Or maybe a spiked look.
	 17. Set a goal and complete a home project. Spare room 
need cleaning out? Fences need painting? Kitchen cabinets in 
need of organizing? Find ways to let the kids help.
	 18. Let the kids cook dinner. In fact, make a tradition of it.
	 19. Host a sleepover. And the maybe your kids will be 
invited next – giving you a free evening.

–https://www.seventhgeneration.com

Ways To Keep Your Kids Entertained This Summer


