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Fun Indoor Activities For 
Long Winter Evenings

	 Winter evenings offer a wonderful opportunity to slow down, enjoy cozy time 
indoors, and strengthen your bond with loved ones. Whether you’re looking for 
laughter, creativity, or relaxation, there’s no shortage of ways to make those chilly 
nights warm and memorable. Here are 15 creative indoor activities to help your 
family make the most of those long winter evenings.

  1. Cook an International Feast. 
Spice up your dinner routine by pick-
ing a country and cooking a meal 
inspired by its cuisine. Make sushi 
rolls for a Japanese night, prepare 
Italian pasta from scratch, or try 
Mexican tamales. Get the whole fam-
ily involved in chopping, mixing, and 
tasting. Add an educational twist by 

looking up fun facts about the country 
while you cook.

	 2. Plan a Themed Movie Marathon. Nothing 
beats curling up for a movie night when it’s 

frosty outside. Make it extra special by choosing a 
theme—holiday classics, adventure films, or animated 

favorites—and matching snacks to the theme. For exam-
ple, hot cocoa for winter-themed movies or nachos for an 

action-packed flick.

	 3. Turn Game Night into a Tournament. Whether it’s classic board games, 
card games, or trivia challenges, a family game night is a recipe for laughs and 
good-natured competition. Create a mini-tournament, complete with a scoreboard 
and small prizes for the winners. For added excitement, have everyone bring their 
“A game” with silly team names or costumes.

	 4. Bake Your Family Favorites. There’s something about winter that calls for 
baking. From gooey chocolate chip cookies to warm banana bread, baking together 
is both fun and delicious. Let each family member choose a favorite recipe, or try 
something new each week. Don’t forget to sample your creations fresh out of the 
oven with a glass of milk or a cup of tea!

	 5. Create a Family Vision Board. Gather old magazines, scissors, and glue 
for a night of dreaming and planning. Encourage everyone to cut out pictures and 
words that represent their goals, hopes, and dreams for the year ahead. Share your 
boards with each other and talk about how you can support one another in reaching 
those aspirations.

	 6. Build a Blanket Fort and Have a Storytelling Session. Transform your 
living room into a magical hideaway by building a blanket fort. Pile it high with 
pillows, string up fairy lights, and settle in for an evening of storytelling. You could 
share memories, tell favorite family tales, or invent silly stories together. It’s a nos-
talgic activity that’s just as fun for adults as it is for kids.

Buffalo Mac 
And Cheese

INGREDIENTS
•	 Kosher salt, for the pot and seasoning
•	 12 oz. elbow macaroni
•	 2 Tbsp. salted butter
•	 1 small yellow onion, diced
•	 3 garlic cloves, minced
•	 1/2 tsp. black pepper
•	 1 mounded Tbsp. all-purpose flour
•	 2 1/2 cups whole milk
•	 1/2 cup heavy cream
•	 1 1/2 cups grated sharp 
	 cheddar cheese (about 6 oz.)
•	 1 1/2 cups grated pepper jack 
	 cheese (about 6 oz.)
•	 1 generous c. shredded 
	 rotisserie chicken
•	 1/4 cup Buffalo-style hot sauce, 
	 such as Frank’s Red Hot, 
	 plus more for serving
•	 2 Tbsp. buttermilk ranch dressing
•	 1/2 cup crumbled blue cheese 
	 (about 2 oz.), for serving (optional)
DIRECTIONS
1.	Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. 

Add the pasta and cook until al dente, 
about 8 minutes. Drain and set aside. 

2.	Meanwhile, melt the butter in a large skil-
let or saucepan over medium heat. Add the 
onion and garlic. Season with the pepper 
and a good pinch of salt and cook until the 
onion and garlic are softened, 3 to 4 mins. 

3.	Sprinkle the flour over the onion and gar-
lic and stir to make a roux. Let cook 2 to 3 
minutes before slowly stirring in the milk 
and then the heavy cream. Bring to a gen-
tle boil, allowing the mixture to thicken 
slightly, 2 to 3 minutes. 

4.	Reduce the heat to low and stir in the 
cheddar and pepper jack a handful at 
a time, allowing each addition to melt 
before adding the next. Stir in the chicken, 
hot sauce, and ranch dressing and cook 
until the chicken is heated through, 1 to 
2 minutes. Taste and adjust seasonings as 
needed. Add the cooked pasta to the sauce 
and toss well to combine. 

5.	Serve topped with blue cheese, celery 
leaves, & a drizzle of hot sauce (optional).

– PioneerWomen
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Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommenda-
tion or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered 
therein. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and 
not of the Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, 
publisher nor the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through 
this publication. 

Advertise in this Newsletter!
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th  
of the month for the next month’s issue,  
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.   

Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or 
info@newsletterconnections.com 
To find ad rates and discounts, go to  
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code. 

 Teen Services
Hire a teen from our neighborhood to help out with household chores. Teens 
are available for Babysitting, Pet and House Sitting, Lawn Care and Snow 
Removal. To add your teen’s name, please email Newsletter Connections at 
info@newsletterconnections.com and include the following information: 
the neighborhood you live in, your age, parent email or phone number and 
the categories you would like included. Categories: (B) Babysitting; (*) Red 
Cross Cert for CPR; (L) Lawn care; (S) Snow removal; (P) Pet & House  
sitting. No recommendation or endorsement of any of the names on this list is implied or stated 
by the HOA board or Newsletter Connections.

Email info@newsletterconnections.com 
to add your teen!

Get Ready for Winter!
Beaver Stump Grinding
 & Tree Service

Quality Service at 
Reasonable Rates 

Since 1995

•  Tree Trimming 
•  Tree Removal 
•  Bush Removal 
•  Stump Grinding 
•  Rock Walls 
•  RR Ties 
•  Sod Work 
•  Top Soil 
•  Wood Chips 

•  Gutters 
•  Roto-Tilling 
•  Hauling 
•  Sprinkler Repair 
•  Power Washing
•  Fences
•  Gardens
•  Trees Planted
•  Fall Yard Clean-up

Full Service Landscaping
All Debris Removed • All Materials Recycled

24/7 Year-Round Service
Locally Owned & Operated  •  Licensed & Insured

Preston, 303-829-8414

Indoor Activities, continued from front page
	 7. Take a Virtual Adventure Together. Travel might not 
be on the agenda, but virtual adventures are just a click away. 
Explore online tours of famous landmarks, museums, or even 
space! Let each family member pick a “destination” and guide the 
group through a virtual journey. It’s an educational and inspiring 
way to explore the world from your couch.

	 8. Have a DIY Karaoke Night. Unleash your inner superstar 
with a karaoke session at home. Use a karaoke app or find instru-
mental versions of your favorite songs online. Whether you’re 
belting out classics, crooning to love songs, or having a dance-off, 
the energy and laughter are guaranteed to warm up any winter 
night.

	 9. Have a Puzzle Marathon. There’s nothing more satisfying 
than finishing a big jigsaw puzzle as a family. Set up a cozy puzzle 
station, make some hot chocolate, and spend the evening working 
together to fit the pieces. For an extra challenge, try a puzzle with 
a winter scene or a holiday theme.

–By Kari Owens

Winter Movies To Watch When 
It’s Too Cold To Go Outside
Coming to America (1988)
	 Coming to America goes from the fictional country of 
Zamunda to the snowy streets of N.Y.C., as Prince Akeem (Eddie 
Murphy) travels to Queens to find his queen (pun absolutely 
intended). These days, it’s not just a throwback; it’s also peak 
New York winter in the ‘80s.
Cool Runnings (1993)
	 Feel the rhythm, feel the rhyme...Yes, this is the movie about 
the Jamaican bobsled team, and what’s even better is that it’s 
based on truth. When a Jamaican sprinter (Leon Robinson) is 
disqualified from the Olympic Games, he and a disgraced coach 
(John Candy) work together to form the first Jamaican Olympic 
Bobsled Team. 
Force Majeure (2014)
	 Telling the story of familial tension after the patriarch 
attempts to abandon them during an avalanche, this film hits 
hard. For good reason, of course. Watch this Swedish film solo 
(and not with a partner you’ve been fighting with).
Frozen (2013)
	 Let it go, let it goooooooooooo...this is the animated film that 
birthed the earworm of a century. Frozen is a force, producing 
spin-offs and a Broadway musical, but the OG is always a great 
choice. Watch this one with the youngest members of your fam-
ily and ask them, “Do you want to build a snowman?”
Groundhog Day (1993)
	 Groundhog Day is one of those film concepts that takes an 
idea—inexplicably living the same day over again—and shows 
you what its real-life application would be like. Note: It wouldn’t 
be fun. Bill Murray is at his comedic best, the plot is universal-
ly acclaimed, and honestly? The message at the end makes the 
movie. This one is meant to be enjoyed with a nice cup of tea, 
and without worry that Punxsutawney Phil will see his shadow.

continued on page 3
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Grass or Corn fed beef for sale - farm fresh,  
all natural, straight from our CO ranch to your 
table. Cattle prices are on the rise. Get your 
beef now in bulk. Sold by 1/4, 1/2 or whole.  
Call 719-349-0679. KSayles@plainstel.com
CALL  Big Dog Rooter Plumbing and Services 
LLC 720-338-5331. WE SPECIALIZE IN-Hydro 
Jetting, Drain Cleaning, Water Heaters, Leaks 
Repairs, Sewer Line Repairs, Free Estimates, 
Residential & Commercial. Affordable Pricing. SO 
FLUSH THE REST CALL THE BEST! 
For Sale: Vail Run Timeshare. 1 bedroom with 2 
queen beds + sleeper sofa in living area (sleeps 6). 
Full kitchen and bath. Shuttle to slopes. 4th week 
in January. $2400. Call Steve 720-231-8674. 

Classified ads are $4.00/line (about 40 characters/line). Contact Newsletter Connections at 
303-979-7499 or info@newsletterconnections.com to place an ad. To view our display 
ad prices, visit our website at NewsletterConnections.com. The deadline for placing a 
classified or display ad is the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of 
Sept. for Oct. issue), except the January issue, which has a deadline of December 6th. 
Residents placing ads to sell household items are not charged a fee.

CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to find local professionals to work 
on your house! You can also find activities, sale items and more!

Find more professionals to suit your needs on our Service Provider Directory at NewsletterConnections.com.

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

BOOST Your Business In 2026: 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!

Our March deadline 
is February 15th. 

Locally owned and operated.

info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

303-979-7499
NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches  
the specific households in your target neighborhoods.  
Every person who receives the newsletter is a  
potential customer within a few miles of your door.

The Trust Factor: Local print publications are  
valued sources of community news and events.  
Aligning your business with this trusted medium  
instantly boosts your own credibility and reputation.

Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show 
people retain information from print ads better than  
digital ones. The tactile experience creates a stronger,  
more lasting impression.

You Can’t Click Away From Print: A physical  
newsletter sits on coffee tables, gets pinned to  
refrigerators, and is shared among family members.  
Your ad stays visible for days, not seconds.

•

•

•

•
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Winter Movies To Watch, continued from page 2
Planes, Trains & Automobiles (1987) 
	 Steve Martin? John Candy? A road trip comedy? Perfection. What’s the movie 
about, you ask? Steve Martin plays Neal Page, an advertising executive on a trip to 
New York, trying to return to Chicago to be with his family on Thanksgiving. He 
meets Del Griffith (Candy), a traveling salesman, when Griffith steals his cab, and 
the two wind up on the same plane to Chicago, which is diverted to Wichita. They 
decide to try to get to Chicago by train, but that doesn’t work out either. What’s the 
last choice, you wonder?

Anatomy of a Fall (2023)
	 A cold drama (in more ways than one!), this award-winning film centers around the 
mysterious death of a man (Samuel Theis) who’s found lying in the snow underneath 
his office window. Much of the drama takes place in a courtroom, where the man’s 
wife (Sandra Hüller) is on trial for his murder, and where their visually impaired son 
(Milo Machado-Graner) must serve as the case’s main witness.

If January is the month of change, 
February is the month of lasting 

change. January is for dreamers… 
February is for doers.

–Marc Parent
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GilmoreGivesMore@Gmail.com IMPACT
GROUP

the720.802.4041

The Early Bird doesn’t just get
the worm. they get the most

competitive offers and a
cleaner path to closing.

Past Client
Reviews 

   It’s time for your Personalized Home Strategy Session.
Don't wait for the spring crowds. Let's create a strategic plan to maximize

your home's value and secure your next financial goal.

The most strategic sellers are moving now. Late February and
early March are currently the most advantageous times to list

your home here in Rocky Ridge

We are seeing a normalization
of the market. While more
homes are expected to hit the
market this spring. Listing
sooner allows you to stand out
while the inventory is still
relatively low. 
You aren’t competing with 50
other houses

The Big
Declutter

The buyers out early aren't
your typical buyers. Serious

buyers will be eager to lock in
their next chapter before the

spring competition drives
prices. You’ll appreciate the

shorter time on market.
A cleaner path to closing is

always the most convenient 
 

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Lighting
Overhaul

The Obvious
 Fixes

The Entrance

Clear kitchen counters and storage spaces. Buyers
aren't just buying room counts. They are buying storage
and space to grow. Show them they have space to.

Replace old, mismatched bulbs with "Warm White"
LEDs. A bright, warmly lit home feels like a sanctuary.
When it's not uniform, that’s all they’ll see.

Tighten that loose handrail and fix that cabinent door.
The little fixes will signal to a buyer that the home has
been meticulously maintained.

The First 30 Seconds is where the sale is won or lost. A
crisp, clean entry sets a high-value tone before the buyer
even steps inside.

Kyle Gilmore
Rocky Ridge Resident 
& Your Aurora Expert


