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Rocky Ridge
Train Rides In Colorado

	 Trains may seem old fashioned, but there’s a reason they’ve held travelers’ 
fascination since the 1800s. Take a step into the past and board one of Colorado’s 
scenic train rides to see sights only reachable by rail. Carve through mountain 
gorges and find yourself hugging jagged cliffs on narrow gauge rails or traversing 
the banks of crystal-blue rivers and passing rushing waterfalls. These rails make 
exploring some of the state’s most remote and untouched terrain accessible to all.

ROYAL GORGE ROUTE RAILROAD
Start & End Point: Cañon City
	 The Royal Gorge Route Railroad whisks you along the curves of the Arkansas 
River and past the 1,000-foot-high granite walls of the canyon the railway 

is named for. Book a Vista Dome seat 
for spectacular views out of the curved 
glass roof and enjoy a gourmet meal in 
first class accompanied by a well-curated 
wine, brew and cocktail list. The train’s 
regular schedule runs year-round.

GEORGETOWN LOOP RAILROAD
Start & End Points: 
Silver Plume and Georgetown
	 Connecting the mining towns 
of Georgetown and Silver Plume, the 

Georgetown Loop Railroad was an engineering marvel of the 1800s. This short 
and sweet 2-mile stretch of track just three feet in width traverses through the steep 
and narrow canyon, corkscrewing through craggy rock walls and gaining more 
than 600 feet in elevation on four bridges. The railroad was one of Colorado’s first 
tourist attractions, and remains a must-see destination for those seeking a taste of 
history, beautiful sights and breathtaking thrills. The Georgetown Loop’s regular 
season runs April through October, but check their site for special winter holiday 
trains.

LEADVILLE, COLORADO & SOUTHERN RAILROAD
Start & End Points: Leadville and Climax
	 The Leadville, Colorado & Southern Railroad boasts the ideal route for see-
ing Colorado’s vibrant wildflowers as it navigates hairpin turns along the upper 
Arkansas River Valley. Keep an eye out for Mount Elbert and Mount Massive, the 
state’s two tallest peaks, as you listen to stories about Leadville’s colorful mining 
past on this 2.5-hour round-trip journey. The train’s summer schedule runs from 
late May to early October.

DURANGO & SILVERTON 
NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD
	 Voted the No. 1 train in the country by USA Today readers in 2021 and 2022, 
this 1880s coal-fired, steam-powered locomotive runs 200 feet above the blue-
green waters of the Animas River. As the Durango Train snakes along the river’s 
banks and high canyon walls, expect views of majestic peaks, rushing waterfalls 
and remote natural areas like the Animas Gorge and San Juan National Forest. The 
9.25-hour train ride includes a two-hour stop in the town of Silverton, or opt for 
the express ride at 5.25 hours if you’re short on time. The train’s regular season 
runs year-round. continued on page 2

Sounds of 
Southlands

Thursdays, June 25 – August 13
6pm - 8pm | Town Square

	 Get ready to groove at the Sounds of 
Southlands! Join us every Thursday, June 25  
through August 13 from 6pm to 8pm for an 
unforgettable evening of live music, food and 
beverage specials from participating restau-
rants, and dancing! All concerts will begin at 
6pm at the Town Square. See below for this 
year’s band lineup:
	 July 2: The Radio Band
	 July 9: Thumpin’
	 July 16: Those Crazy Nights
	 July 23: Groove ‘N Motion
	 July 30: The Long Run
	 August 6: Soul X
	 August 13: Eric Golden
Please Note:
	 •	 Parking in Town Square will 

close at 1pm on Thursdays, 
June 25 - August 13.

	 •	 Canopy tents, coolers, and outside 
alcohol are strictly prohibited.

	 •	 Seating is general admission.
–https://www.shopsouthlands.com/

eventprograms/sounds-of-southlands-2/

Father Daughter 
Take A Walk Day: 

July 7th
	 National Father Daughter Take a Walk 
Day is observed annually on July 7th. This 
day promotes the benefits of family bonding 
time between fathers and daughters as well as 
the benefits of physical activity. 
	 The memories made during your time 
together will stay with you forever. During 
the summer season, there are many incredi-
ble places to walk and enjoy nature as you 
spend time talking, laughing, and bonding. 
While taking a stroll, cherish the time spent 
together. Your child will value the gift of the 
time you give no matter how old they are.
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Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommenda-
tion or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered 
therein. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and 
not of the Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, 
publisher nor the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through 
this publication. 

Advertise in this Newsletter!
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th  
of the month for the next month’s issue,  
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.   

Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or 
info@newsletterconnections.com 
To find ad rates and discounts, go to  
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code. 

 Teen Services
Hire a teen from our neighborhood to help out with household chores. Teens 
are available for Babysitting, Pet and House Sitting, Lawn Care and Snow 
Removal. To add your teen’s name, please email Newsletter Connections at 
info@newsletterconnections.com and include the following information: 
the neighborhood you live in, your age, parent email or phone number and 
the categories you would like included. Categories: (B) Babysitting; (*) Red 
Cross Cert for CPR; (L) Lawn care; (S) Snow removal; (P) Pet & House  
sitting. No recommendation or endorsement of any of the names on this list is implied or stated 
by the HOA board or Newsletter Connections.

Email info@newsletterconnections.com 
to add your teen!

Get Ready for Summer!
Beaver Stump Grinding
 & Tree Service

Quality Service at 
Reasonable Rates 

Since 1995

•  Tree Trimming 
•  Tree Removal 
•  Bush Removal 
•  Stump Grinding 
•  Rock Walls 
•  RR Ties 
•  Sod Work 
•  Top Soil 
•  Wood Chips 

•  Gutters 
•  Roto-Tilling 
•  Hauling 
•  Sprinkler Repair 
•  Power Washing
•  Fences
•  Gardens
•  Trees Planted
•  Fall Yard Clean-up

Full Service Landscaping
All Debris Removed • All Materials Recycled

24/7 Year-Round Service
Locally Owned & Operated  •  Licensed & Insured

Preston, 303-829-8414

Train Rides, continued from front page

THE BROADMOOR MANITOU 
AND PIKES PEAK COG RAILWAY
	 The Broadmoor Manitou and Pikes Peak Cog Railway — 
the world’s highest cog railway — is easily one of the most 
famous Colorado train rides, with its apex at the 14,107-foot 
summit of Pikes Peak. Your conductor narrates the 9-mile jour-
ney with fun tidbits on area history and local lore, while you 
soak up views of sweeping plains and the Continental Divide. 
After snapping pics at the top of this Colorado fourteener, make 
sure you try a high-altitude doughnut at the Summit House, 
located in the Summit Visitor Center. The cherry-red railcars 
keep a year-round schedule but check for weather closures.

CRIPPLE CREEK & VICTOR 
NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD
Start & End Points: Cripple Creek and Victor
	 Clamber onto the open-air cars of the Cripple Creek & 
Victor Narrow Gauge Railroad, pulled by a 15-ton “iron horse” 
of a locomotive. Several stops along the route of this fami-
ly-owned railroad provide views and photo ops of Pikes Peak 
and old mining camps, as well as the opportunity to hear the 
train whistle ricochet off the walls of Echo Valley. The 45-min-
ute ride is fully narrated, with the conductor sharing wonderful 
facts about the history and scenery around Cripple Creek. The 
train’s regular schedule runs rain or shine, from late May to 
early October.
	 –https://www.colorado.com

Join us for a complimentary 
educational dinner.

This workshop will help you grow & protect your money for:
 •  College Funding
 •  Retirement Planning
 •  Tax Reduction
 •  Simple Wealth Accumulation

July 14th, 6:30 pm in Southwest Littleton 
(C-470 and Kipling)

Call/text host Kristy Monroe at 720-248-7080 or 
kristy@monroefinancialteam.com to reserve your spot!

Bring a friend…You are our guest!

YOU ARE INVITED
TO “MONEY 101”!
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CALL  Big Dog Rooter Plumbing and Services 
LLC 720-338-5331. WE SPECIALIZE IN-Hydro 
Jetting, Drain Cleaning, Water Heaters, Leaks 
Repairs, Sewer Line Repairs, Free Estimates, 
Residential & Commercial. Affordable Pricing. SO 
FLUSH THE REST CALL THE BEST! 

OB PAINTING. $500 off exterior/ 10% off  
interior. Free Estimates. Rob: 303-908-9063.
Grass or Corn fed beef for sale - farm fresh,  all 
natural, straight from our CO ranch to your table. 
Get your beef now in bulk. Sold by 1/4, 1/2 or  whole.  
Call/text 719-349-0679 to go over pricing and 
how to place your order. KSayles@plainstel.com

Curtis Construction. Free Estimates! Utility 
Trenching, Drainage Systems, Erosion Control, 
Excavation, Hauling, Dirt Compaction, Xeri-
scape, Fence Installation, Retaining Walls, Site 
Prep, Grading, Land clearing. Call/Text Andrew 
Curtis 720-354-2167. 

Classified ads are $4.00/line (about 40 
characters/line). Contact Newsletter 
Connections at 303-979-7499 or info@
newsletterconnections.com to place an 
ad. To view our display ad prices, visit 
our website at NewsletterConnections.
com. The deadline for placing a classified 
or display ad is the 15th of the month for 
the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. 
for Oct. issue), except the January issue, 
which has a deadline of December 6th. 
Residents placing ads to sell household 
items are not charged a fee.

CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to find local professionals to work 
on your house! You can also find activities, sale items and more!

Find more professionals to suit your needs on our Service Provider Directory at NewsletterConnections.com.

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Grow Your Business This Summer! 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!

Our August Deadline 
is July 15th. 

Locally owned and operated.

info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

303-979-7499
NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches  
the specific households in your target neighborhoods.  
Every person who receives the newsletter is a  
potential customer within a few miles of your door.

The Trust Factor: Local print publications are  
valued sources of community news and events.  
Aligning your business with this trusted medium  
instantly boosts your own credibility and reputation.

Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show 
people retain information from print ads better than  
digital ones. The tactile experience creates a stronger,  
more lasting impression.

You Can’t Click Away From Print: A physical  
newsletter sits on coffee tables, gets pinned to  
refrigerators, and is shared among family members.  
Your ad stays visible for days, not seconds.

•

•

•

•
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The 120th Annual Arapahoe County Fair
Thursday, July 23 through Sunday, July 26, 2026
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds Event Center 
	 Celebrating a convergence of major milestones—including the Fair’s 120th anni-
versary, Colorado’s 150th, and America’s 250th—the four-day event blends traditional 
Western heritage with modern entertainment. General admission tickets are $30, which 
covers free parking and unlimited carnival rides.
Core Daily Events and Attractions Carnival & Midway: 
•	 Features unlimited access to carnival rides, daily fair games, & traditional fair foods.
•	 High-Octane Rodeo: Sanctioned CPRA Rodeo competitive equestrian sports and 
	 bull riding action takes center stage on Saturday, July 25, and Sunday, July 26.
•	 Nighttime Drone Shows: Spectacular light displays illuminating the sky on Friday, 
	 July 24, and Saturday, July 25.
•	 Action Stunt Shows: Daily high-energy acts including the motorcycle Globe of 
	 Death mesh-sphere stunt and the outdoor Perfection on Wheels BMX Show.
•	 Family & Animal Exhibits: Includes children’s favorites like Mutton Bustin’, indoor 
	 Top Hogs pig trick shows, a daily petting farm, and the Raptor Events Avian Show.

	 •	 4-H & Public Competitions: Showcases 
local youth and agricultural heritage, 
including the 4-H/FFA Swine Show, 
livestock auctions, open public culinary 
arts, and fiber arts contests.
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GilmoreGivesMore@Gmail.com IMPACT
GROUP

the720.802.4041

Past Client
Reviews 

The market has shifted, but your wealth growth doesn’t have to. 
Don't rely on generic online calculators. Get a custom Equity Roadmap that

factors in your home’s specific upgrades and local neighborhood trends.

Kyle Gilmore
Rocky Ridge Resident 
& Your Aurora Expert

Don’t Forget That Your Homes CURB APPEAL Deserves a Tune Up

The Patio Refresh - A quick pressure wash of your deck or patio will
make it feel like an extension of your living room on summer evenings 
The Fresh Front Door - A new coat of paint on the front door works
wonders. A new pot of annuals on your patio adds a dose of fresh air 
Light it UP -  In the summer solar path lights along your walkway or
garden beds  creates a warm, inviting glow that makes your home stand
out 

Data shows we have more inventory in Aurora than we’ve seen in
years, which means the Irrational Frenzy of the past is gone.

That’s actually great news for both sellers and buyers who have a plan.

Pricing for Precision. Because inventory is up (over 10% YoY), your
price has to be RIGHT from day one. Overpriced homes are sitting
longer, while well-priced homes are still capturing that high-intent
buyer pool. Multiple offers for those Sellers is still possible 

A Buyer’s Summer?

Did you know? Citywide averages are a distraction. In the current
Aurora market, your home’s value is dictated by your specific
neighborhood, not the city's median. While some areas are seeing
prices adjust, others near key corridors or popular school zones remain
resilient. Treating it as a specific local asset is how you ensure you don't
leave money on the table. 


