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Ways To Keep Your Kids 
Entertained This Summer

	 Summer’s in full swing, the kids are on vacation and looking for things to 
do. Before you give in to the unrealistic notion that your children need to be 
entertained on a regular basis when they’re not in school, remember that it’s 
summer – a time for even the most active kids to take a break from organized 
activities and find ways to entertain themselves. This list of practical (and fun) 
ideas for things kid can do on their own, or with a parent or caregiver, should 
help you survive until the school bus rolls into the neighborhood again.

1. 	 Pick your own... whatever. Find a farm with blueberries, strawberries,
	 tomatoes, flowers, etc., and get picking.

2. 	 Camp out. First-timers, try backyard camping.

3. 	 Camp in. Put the sleeping bags on the floor and have a family slumber party.

4. 	 Rearrange the furniture. Give 
the kids graph paper and have 
them draw out a plan first.

5. 	 Invite friends over for a game 
day. Have a kids’ games table 
and an adult one too. Candyland, 
chess, Monopoly, Clue – let the 
kids pick their favorites.

6. 	 Make your own pizza.

7. 	 Talk to the animals. Go to a 
zoo. If there isn’t one nearby, 
take a virtual zoo tour online.

8. 	 Get wet. Break out the kiddie pools, hoses, and sprinklers. Or if the budget 
permits, spend the day at a waterpark.

9. 	 Have a puzzle race. Stock up on 100-piece puzzles and see who finishes 
first. For older kids, skip the race and challenge them to complete a mega-
piece puzzle. Set up a spot where everyone can join in working on the 
puzzle.

10. 	Play (or learn) card games. Amazing how much fun you can have with 
a single pack of playing cards. Little ones can learn crazy eights or Old 
Maid. Teach the older kids rummy or poker, or discover new games to 
master.

11. 	Make good use of nearby parks. Go to your local park’s website, print 
the schedule of activities and tape it to the refrigerator.

12. 	Pack a picnic. And plop down to eat it just about anywhere, at a free con-
cert, in a state park or in your own backyard. Rainy day? Have an Indoors 
Picnic! Spread a blanket on the living room floor where there are no bugs 
or rain to contend with and the children will love it!

Build Up Aurora
Saturday, June 7, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm

Summer at Town Center at Aurora
	 Help shape Aurora’s future! The City of 
Aurora is hosting this interactive event where 
residents can learn more about local infrastructure 
plans, share feedback, and enjoy family-friendly 
fun. Expect snacks, giveaways, games, and more 
– all right inside the Town Center.

Wright’s Carnival
June 19 – July 6, Weekdays 5–11 pm, 

Weekends 1–11 pm
	 Located in the JCPenney parking lot, Wright’s 
Carnival is back with all your favorite rides, mid-
way games, and classic carnival treats. Admission 
is free, and while ride wristbands are available for 
purchase, you can still soak up the festive atmo-
sphere at no cost.

Juneteenth 
Celebration

Saturday, June 21, 2:00 – 6:00 pm
	 Join us in honoring Juneteenth with 
live music, powerful speakers, engag-
ing activities, and local vendors. This 
free community celebration in front of the food 
court is a chance to reflect, rejoice, and recog-
nize the importance of this historic holiday.

Global Fest
Sunday, June 14, Aurora Municipal Center

	 Global Fest is Aurora’s signature celebration 
of international cultures, returning to the Aurora 
Municipal Center Great Lawn on Saturday, 
June 14. This free, family-friendly festival 
brings together the sights, sounds, and flavors 
of more than 60 cultures from around the world. 
Attendees can experience the vibrant Parade of 
Nations, enjoy captivating live performances 
across two stages, including a crowd-favorite 
Selena tribute, and sample authentic global 
cuisine from dozens of food vendors. From the 
colorful International Fashion Show to engag-
ing cultural exhibits and kid-friendly activities, 
Global Fest is a joyful showcase of Aurora’s 
diversity and unity. Whether you’re a local or a 
visitor, this is your passport to a world of cele-
bration, all in one unforgettable day.

–https://www.visitaurora.com
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Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommenda-
tion or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered 
therein. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and 
not of the Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, 
publisher nor the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through 
this publication. 

Advertise in this Newsletter!
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th  
of the month for the next month’s issue,  
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.   

Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or 
info@newsletterconnections.com 
To find ad rates and discounts, go to  
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code. 

 Teen Services
Hire a teen from our neighborhood to help out with household chores. Teens 
are available for Babysitting, Pet and House Sitting, Lawn Care and Snow 
Removal. To add your teen’s name, please email Newsletter Connections at 
info@newsletterconnections.com and include the following information: 
the neighborhood you live in, your age, parent email or phone number and 
the categories you would like included. Categories: (B) Babysitting; (*) Red 
Cross Cert for CPR; (L) Lawn care; (S) Snow removal; (P) Pet & House  
sitting. No recommendation or endorsement of any of the names on this list is implied or stated 
by the HOA board or Newsletter Connections.

Email info@newsletterconnections.com 
to add your teen!

Get Ready for Summer!
Beaver Stump Grinding
 & Tree Service

Quality Service at 
Reasonable Rates 

Since 1995

•  Tree Trimming 
•  Tree Removal 
•  Bush Removal 
•  Stump Grinding 
•  Rock Walls 
•  RR Ties 
•  Sod Work 
•  Top Soil 
•  Wood Chips 

•  Gutters 
•  Roto-Tilling 
•  Hauling 
•  Sprinkler Repair 
•  Power Washing
•  Fences
•  Gardens
•  Trees Planted
•  Fall Yard Clean-up

Full Service Landscaping
All Debris Removed • All Materials Recycled

24/7 Year-Round Service
Locally Owned & Operated  •  Licensed & Insured

Preston, 303-829-8414

Before Summer, continued from front page

13. 	 Join (or create) a summer reading club. Most local 
libraries have a summer reading program that awards priz-
es for the most books read. If your library doesn’t, create 
your own. Pick a day of the week to be library day. You 
take back the read books and pick up new ones. Create cat-
egories and award prizes to whoever read the most books 
in those categories. If you have three children, have three 
categories. Make sure every child gets a prize.

14. 	 Experiment with new hairdos. Let the kids try out 
not-permanent colors or braids. Or maybe a spiked look.

15. 	 Set a goal and complete a home project. Spare room 
need cleaning out? Fences need painting? Kitchen cabi-
nets in need of organizing? Find ways to let the kids help.

16. 	 Let the kids cook dinner. In fact, make a tradition of it.

17. 	 Host a sleepover. And the maybe your kids will be invited 
next – giving you a free evening.

–https://www.seventhgeneration.com

Cliff Dwellings And Ruins
	 Colorado is home to several sites which include cliff dwell-
ings and ruins. Take a car trip this summer to view some of 
these historic places. 
	 Starting in the Southwest corner of Colorado, the Canyons 
of the Ancients National Monument in Dolores is an enor-
mous site that includes a museum, a nature trail, and over 
164,000 acres chock-full of ancient Puebloan archaeological 
sites. Here, you can view ancient villages (one of which you 
can enter), towers, Sand Canyon, and one of the largest kivas 
in Colorado.
	 Canyon Pintado National Historic District resides in 
western Colorado. In this district, you’ll find rock art and 
homestead ruins from as early as 1200 AD, much of which is 
viewable from your car, perfect for those who would rather 
forego a hike.
	 Chimney Rock National Monument and Park in Pagosa 
Springs is a great place to spot ancient Puebloan ruins that 
date back thousands of years, including kivas, a pit house, and 
multi-family dwellings.
	 Hovenweep National Monument is located near Cortez 
in the southwest corner of the state, and it extends into Utah, 
where you can find the visitor center. Hovenweep is an ideal 
spot for camping and ruins-viewing, as you can even see the 
ruins of Hovenweep Castle and towers built by the Ancestral 
Puebloan people.
	 Mesa Verde National Park is the perfect place to view 
ancient cliff dwellings, as there are over 600 well-preserved 
dwellings plus 4,000 ruins in this notable archaeological site. 
Be sure to stop by Canyons of the Ancients if you have the time 
since it’s not far away.
	 Ute Mountain Tribal Park offers guided tours of cliff 
dwellings and villages from the Ancestral Pueblo people. You 
can choose between an easier hike or a more active one, but 
both are packed with information.

–https://www.uncovercolorado.com/archaeological-sites/
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CALL  Big Dog Rooter Plumbing and Services 
LLC 720-338-5331. WE SPECIALIZE IN-Hydro 
Jetting, Drain Cleaning, Water Heaters, Leaks 
Repairs, Sewer Line Repairs, Free Estimates, 
Residential & Commercial. Affordable Pricing. SO 
FLUSH THE REST CALL THE BEST! 
LAWN WORKS Ltd eco-LawnCare, Patching 
& Plugless-Aeration. Sprinkler/Drip-Startups,  
Coverage & Repair. (720)999-2245 
OB PAINTING. $500 off exterior/ 10% off  
interior. Free Estimates. Rob: 303-908-9063.

Grass or Corn fed beef for sale - farm fresh,  
all natural, straight from our CO ranch to your 
table. Cattle prices are on the rise. Get your 
beef now in bulk. Sold by 1/4, 1/2 or whole.  
Call 719-349-0679. KSayles@plainstel.com
Curtis Construction. Free Estimates! Utility 
Trenching, Drainage Systems, Erosion Control, 
Excavation, Hauling, Dirt Compaction, Xeri-
scape, Fence Installation, Retaining Walls, Site 
Prep, Grading, Land clearing. Call/Text Andrew 
Curtis 720-354-2167. 

Classified ads are $4.00/line (about 40 
characters/line). Contact Newsletter 
Connections at 303-979-7499 or info@
newsletterconnections.com to place an 
ad. To view our display ad prices, visit 
our website at NewsletterConnections.
com. The deadline for placing a classified 
or display ad is the 15th of the month for 
the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. 
for Oct. issue), except the January issue, 
which has a deadline of December 6th. 
Residents placing ads to sell household 
items are not charged a fee.

CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to find local professionals to work 
on your house! You can also find activities, sale items and more!

Find more professionals to suit your needs on our Service Provider Directory at NewsletterConnections.com.

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Grow Your Business This Summer! 
Connect Directly with Your Neighbors!

Our July Deadline 
is June 15th. 

Locally owned and operated.

info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com

303-979-7499
NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Highly Targeted & Zero Waste: Your ad reaches  
the specific households in your target neighborhoods.  
Every person who receives the newsletter is a  
potential customer within a few miles of your door.

The Trust Factor: Local print publications are  
valued sources of community news and events.  
Aligning your business with this trusted medium  
instantly boosts your own credibility and reputation.

Higher Engagement & Memorability: Studies show 
people retain information from print ads better than  
digital ones. The tactile experience creates a stronger,  
more lasting impression.

You Can’t Click Away From Print: A physical  
newsletter sits on coffee tables, gets pinned to  
refrigerators, and is shared among family members.  
Your ad stays visible for days, not seconds.

•

•

•

•
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Sounds of Southlands
Thursdays, June 25 – August 13, 6pm - 8pm, Town Square
	 Get ready to groove at the Sounds of Southlands! Join us every Thursday, June 25  
through August 13 from 6pm to 8pm for an unforgettable evening of live music, food and 
beverage specials from participating restaurants, and dancing! All concerts will begin at 
6pm at the Town Square. See to the right for this year’s band lineup.
Please Note:
	 •	 Parking in Town Square will close at 1pm on Thursdays, June 25 - August 13.
	 •	 Canopy tents, coolers, and outside alcohol are strictly prohibited.
	 •	 Seating is general admission.

–https://www.shopsouthlands.com/eventprograms/sounds-of-southlands-2/

	 June 25: The Eighties Band
	 July 2: The Radio Band
	 July 9: Thumpin’
	 July 16: Those Crazy Nights
	 July 23: Groove ‘N Motion
	 July 30: The Long Run
	 August 6: Soul X
	 August 13: Eric Golden
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@GilmoreGivesMore

Past Client Reviews 

IMPACT
GROUP

the

More Signs More Noise 
Here’s How You Stand Out

Kyle Gilmore
720.802.4041

Scan for your FREE Home
Value Report!

Drive through the neighborhood this summer and you’ll see more For Sale signs than
you did in March. To get top dollar now, your home has to be the signal, not the noise.

Visual Pop

Local Authority

The Price 

We highlight your home’s space
and natural summer light to capture

immediate buyer attention. This
first impression stops the scroll

online and translates directly into
more buyers itching to see your

home in person

We position your home at an attractive,
realistic price point that protects your

underlying value while maximizing buyer
attention. This high-demand

environment invites multiple competing
offers, naturally driving the final sales

price up.

Working with a neighbor
who understands why

people want to live here
specifically is a asset you

cant miss out on 

Don't get lost in the summer inventory surge. Let’s position
your home to win while the demand is still peaking.


