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Gardening Club
	 This month we want to focus our article on a popular fruit tree: apple. Apple 
trees are pollinated by insects, with bees and flies transferring pollen from flowers 
of one apple tree to those of another. But you don’t need to plant a whole orchard to 
enjoy apples right off the tree. Two trees will reward any family with enough fruit 
to enjoy and share with friends.

      Apples require pollen from a dif-
ferent apple variety to grow fruit. If 
you only have room in your yard for 
one tree, there might be crabapples 
in your neighborhood to provide the 
pollen your tree needs.
      Most apple trees are grafted onto 
dwarfing rootstocks and only grow 
to be about 8-10 feet tall. So even if 
you’re short on space, you probably 
have space for two trees.

	 Before choosing an apple tree to plant, take a look around your neighborhood. 
A pollen source should be within 100 feet of the apple tree you plant to ensure the 
pollen gets to your tree.

Next Board Meeting
 Tuesday, April 16th, 2024 

6:30 p.m. at the Community Clubhouse
Board Meetings are normally on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month unless otherwise post-
ed. All residents are invited to attend. We have 
a Homeowners Forum at the start of each meet-
ing, where homeowners can address the Board. 
We want to hear from you.

Kite Hills Reminders
	 COMMUNICATION: Are you receiv-
ing messages from the association? If not 
please contact our Community Manager 
to ensure you are on the distribution list 
to receive important updates, community 
event & board meeting information. Contact 
Julie McKenna at julie.mckenna@seabreeze 
mgmt.com or 949-599-2142. 
	 ARCHITECTURAL APPROVAL: 
Architectural approval is required by the 
association’s governing documents. If 
you plan to make any exterior changes to 
your home please contact Chris Wilkes, 
KH ARC Coordinator, at Seabreeze 
Management to obtain an application, 
chris.wilks@seabreezemgmt.com. You 
are required to wait for final approval 
before beginning your construction. 
	 STORAGE: Storage is not permitted in 
view of the common area, including on the 
driveway. This includes recreational vehicles, 
boats, trailers as well as miscellaneous items. 
	 IRRIGATION: Please check your land-
scape irrigation to ensure you are not overwa-
tering causing water waste or run-off onto to 
sidewalks, streets or slopes
	 BOARD MEETINGS: Monthly meet-
ings are held on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30pm at the Clubhouse. If the 
date is changed homeowners will be notified. 
Email reminders and meeting agenda are sent 
to owners on the email distribution list. The 
Board encourages homeowner attendance 
and participation. 

Save The 
Dates!

	 It was wonderful to see 
so many neighbors at the 
Eggstravaganza! Look for pic-
tures from the event in the 
May newsletter! The Event 
Committee is excited to share 
the dates for the other 2024 
events. The next event is the 
4th of July Bike Parade the 
morning of July 4th, Really 
Classic will be filling the air 
with their wonderful music at 
the Concert in the Park on 
August 17th, and Santa will 
be here with Donuts and More 
on December 7th! If you are 
interested in volunteering at, 
planning, or have any ideas 
or suggestions to share please 
contact us at kitehillevents@
gmail.com.
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Thinking of Selling or Investing in a Home 
in Our Beautiful Kite Hill Community?    
Call for a Free Home Valuation from         

              

  29352 Bobolink  3,212 01/08/24 $1,760,000 
 24011 Canvasback  2,863 10/30/23 $1,640,000 
 24011 Goldeneye  2,018 10/18/23 $1,478,000 
  24191 Becard  3,098 10/09/23 $1,600,000 
 23812 Bittern  3,283 10/06/23 $1,749,000 
  23975 ibis  3,185 08/28/23 $1,720,000 
  28761 Jaeger  3,538 08/04/23 $1,850,000 
 28558 Jaeger  3,281 07/24/23 $1,960,000 

  23992 Plover  3,336 03/15/24 $1,900,000 
  24011 Goldeneye  2,018 03/06/24   $1,690,000 

     
  THERE ARE CURRENTLY NO HOMES FOR SALE

  

Your Kite Hill Neighbor for 36 Years

  Chris Jotblad, Realtor® 949.212.4868 
 email: Chris@ChrisJotblad.com   Keller Williams Realty          

Experienced Realtor® for 20 Years   Lic # 01409253 
Search for New Listings and Recent Sales online at:          

HomeSearchOrangeCountyCA.com  
       

   
 
“Chris Jotblad has been our neighbor & friend for 
over 28 years. When we decided to sell our home, 
we knew that she was the realtor we wanted to rep-
resent us. She is honest, fair & knowledgeable about 
the real estate market. There was never any doubt 
on our part that she would represent us & our home 
in an accurate & pleasing way. She not only sold our 
home to a wonderful family, but helped in finding us 
a rental home in the area as well.  We are grateful 
for all her expertise, patience & friendship.”  
John and Karla Gaines - Recent Sellers in Kite Hill 
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	 If you don’t see any crabapples or other apple trees that close, 
your best bet is to plant two trees of different varieties.When purchas-
ing an apple tree, you are actually selecting a plant made up of two 
genetically different individuals grafted together, the scion and the 
rootstock.
	 The scion is the aboveground part of the tree that produces the 
type of fruit desired (ex. Honeycrisp or Haralson). The rootstock plays 
a major role in determining the 
tree’s ultimate size and how long 
it will take to bear fruit.
	 Three things to keep in mind 
when planting are sunlight, ph 
and spacing. Apple trees require 
full sun, so choose a spot where 
the sun shines directly on the 
tree for at least 8 hours each day. 
When it comes to soil, apple trees 
can grow in most soils as long as 
there is no standing water and the pH of the soil is between 6 and 7. 
How much space do you need for apple trees? A good rule of thumb 
for a garden fruit tree is to provide at least as much horizontal space 
as the anticipated height of the tree. So, if your tree will grow up to 8 
feet high, make sure there are 8 feet between it and the next tree.
    Dig a hole for each tree that is no deeper than the root ball, and about 
twice as wide. When you dig the soil out of the hole, pile it on a tarp 
or piece of plywood so it’s easier to get it back in the hole. You may 
mix in up to one-third by volume compost, peat moss or other organic 
matter. Most of what goes back in the planting hole should be the soil 
you took out of the hole. There is no need to add fertilizer to the hole.

continued on page 4

Gardening Club, continued from front pageKite Hill Landscape
	 During our recent meeting with Harvest, the Slope 
and Landscape Committees embarked on a comprehen-
sive review of the newly planted slopes, marking almost 
a year since the initial planting. As we surveyed the land-
scape, it became evident that the maturing plants have 
begun to establish themselves, showcasing the fruition 
of our efforts. However, our attention was also drawn 
to the infill planting conducted late last fall, still in its 
emerging stages. With the onset of spring, bolstered by 
rain and sunshine, we anticipate a noticeable surge in 
growth, transforming these areas into lush, verdant land-
scapes. It’s crucial to remember that the maturation pro-
cess of these slopes is a gradual one, spanning upwards 
of three years. Some plants are poised to spread out to 
impressive dimensions, reaching 8-10 feet.  We appreci-
ate your patience regarding any apparent bare spots, they 
will soon be filled in by the thriving foliage.
	 Additionally, we are closely monitoring the areas 
where plants were affected by frost a few weeks back.  
Encouragingly, signs of new growth have begun to 
emerge, signaling the resilience of our greenery. We will 
continue to keep an eye on these specific spots, ensur-
ing they receive the care and attention needed for a full 
recovery.
	 As always, if you have recommendations or com-
ments, please email Julie.mckenna@seabreezemgmnt.
com and include in the subject line Kite Hill Landscape. 

— Julie Harrington Giffin, 
Landscape Committee Chair
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More than 200 years of accumulated expertise

Former admissions officers from the nation's top colleges

1-on-1 support through every step of the process

Personalized tutoring experience for every need

Instructors top 1% scorers in respective subjects

Instruction offered for all 38 available AP subjects

Highly-experienced instructors from top 50 colleges

Learn through 1-on-1, small groups, and class settings

In-person & online options

Develop college-ready skills & resume-building

Dynamic, highly engaging curricular experience

End-to-end support and personalized coaching

Schedule a FREE Consultation With a Member of Our Team Today!

info@flexcollegeprep.com
www.flexcollegeprep.com

Cupertino, CA
Fremont, CA

Irvine, CA

Mention this Kitehill ad and receive:
20% of Academic Services and 10% off College Counseling Services

Since 2001, FLEX has guided middle and high schoolers through their college prep journeys,

helping them unlock their potential and make positive change in their communities.
Helping Students Grow from

Learners to Impacters!

CARE THROUGH THE SEASONS:
March—For existing trees, prune before growth begins, 
	 after coldest weather has passed.
April, May—Plant bare root trees as soon as the soil can be worked.
April, May—If last year’s growth was less than 12 inches, 
	 apply compost around the base of tree.
May, June—Plant potted trees after threat of frost has passed.
May, June—As flower buds begin to turn pink, 
	 start watching for insect and disease symptoms.
May-October—Water trees as you would any other tree in your yard.
June, July—Thin fruit. Remove smallest apples 
	 to encourage larger fruit.
August-October—Harvest. Taste fruit when it appears 
	 to be fully colored. If it’s too starchy, wait a few days.
October, November—Rake up fallen leaves and fruit; 
	 compost or discard.
November—Apply tree wrap to prevent winter injury.
November-March—Look for deer and vole damage; 
	 put fencing around tree if needed.

Come Join Neighbors At 
The Pool This Summer!
	 The swim program at the Kite Hill pool is 
a great way to further your child’s swim skills, 
develop stroke skills and water endurance and 
conditioning!! Just a reminder that this is not a 
swim lesson program, so your swimmer must be at 
least 5 years old and have some basic knowledge 
of freestyle and backstroke. Coaches are typically 
coaching from the pool deck and not in the water, 
so your child must be able to swim a lap without 
assistance. It’s also a great way to catch up with 
neighbors and hangout at the pool!!

Important Details...
•	 Swimmers 5+ years old 
	 (Kite Hill Residents ONLY)
•	 June 3- July 25th 
•	 M-Th, (you pick how many days to attend)
•	 Swim groups 3:30-4:30pm and 4:30-5:30pm 
•	 Cost is $360 per swimmer plus a 
	 $35 registration fee 
•	 3 swim meets in Ladera Ranch are included 
	 but not mandatory

	 It’s going to be a great summer at Kite Hill 
Pool! Contact Evolution Swim to register or for 
additional questions. www.Evolutionswim.com
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Accountability.    Superior Customer Service.  Excep�onal Cra�smanship. 

Winter is coming, get your roof tune up today! 

Pacic Roong Systems offers: 

 Roof Repairs 
 Re‐roong 
 New Roong 
 Preventa�ve Roof Maintenance 
 Underlayment Evalua�on & Replacement 
 Gu�er and Downspouts Repair  & Cleaning 
 Roof Inspec�ons  
 Roof Tile Cleaning 
 Decking and Waterproong 

 Skylight installa�on and replacement 

949‐495‐4200                    
www.pacicroongsystems.com 

“This roofer saved us!  The roof has never leaked since 
Pacic Roong Systems handled everything for us” 

‐ Marta Reynolds, Kite Hill Resident 

     If you purchased bare root trees, closely examine the root 
system and remove encircling roots or J-shaped roots that could 
eventually strangle the trunk. For trees in containers, inspect 
the root systems for encircling woody roots. If woody roots are 
wrapped around in a circle, straighten them or make several 
cuts through the root ball prior to planting. This helps the plant 
produce a stronger root system and prevents the formation of 
girdling roots that eventually weaken the tree.
	 Position each tree so that the graft union is about 4 inches 
above the soil line. The graft union is a swelling where the vari-
ety meets the rootstock. If the graft union is placed close to or 
below the soil line, the variety (scion) will root, causing trees to 
grow to full size. Spread the roots of bare root trees, making sure 
none are bent. Have someone help you get the tree standing up 
straight. Begin adding the soil, tamping to remove air pockets as 
you go. After the hole is filled, tamp gently and water thoroughly 
to remove remaining air pockets. The soil may settle an inch or 
two. If this happens, add more soil.
	 Throughout the life of the tree, you should water its root 
zone thoroughly during the growing season whenever there is a 
dry spell. Ideally, the tree should receive one inch of water from 
rainfall or irrigation every week from May through October.
	 It’s a good idea to stake the tree for the first few years. 
Either a wooden or metal stake will work. A stake should be 
about the height of the tree after being pounded two feet into the 
ground. Use a wide piece non-abrasive material to fasten the tree 
to the stake. Avoid narrow fastenings such as wire or twine, as 
they may cut into the bark. Use tree guards to protect the trunk 
of your tree. Planting is a good time to install a tree guard. These 

Gardening Club, continued from page 2
are usually made of plastic and are available at most nurseries 
and online.
	 Once established, an apple tree planted on a favorable site, 
in properly prepared soil, should thrive with minimal fertiliza-
tion. Nitrogen is normally the only mineral nutrient that needs to 
be added on an annual basis and can be added using compost.
	 The branches of non-bearing young apple trees will normal-
ly grow 12 to 18 inches per year while the branches of bearing 
apple trees will grow 8 to 12 inches in a season. If growth 
exceeds these rates, apply no compost at all, as too much growth 
can keep fruit from developing, and lush growth is more suscep-
tible to fireblight infection.
	 For the first three to five years, grass and weeds should be 
removed from about a 3-foot radius around the tree. Grasses 
can deplete soil moisture rapidly and will reduce tree growth. 
Applying a few inches of mulch around the base of the tree will 
help prevent weeds. Keep the mulch a few inches away from the 
trunk to prevent rodent damage and fungal growth.
	 Know when to pick: the color of an apple is only one indi-
cator of its ripeness. Sweetness is an indicator of maturity and 
harvest readiness along with fruit size and color. There is a pop-
ular idea that some later apple varieties need a frost to sweeten 
them before picking. However, apples will ripen and sweeten up 
without a frost.
	 How to tell if an apple is ripe is look for a change in the 
background color, the part of the skin not covered with red. 
When the background color (also called ground color) begins 
to change from green to a greenish-yellow color, the apple is 
starting to ripen.
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Classified ads are $4.00/line (about 40 char-
acters/line). Contact Newsletter Connections 
at 303-979-7499 or info@newsletter 
connections.com to place an ad. To view 
our display ad prices, visit our website at 
NewsletterConnections.com. The deadline 
for placing a classified or display ad is the 
15th of the month for the next month’s issue 
(i.e., 15th of Sept. for Oct. issue), except the 

January issue, which has 
a deadline of December 
6th. Residents placing ads 
to sell household items are 
not charged a fee.

CLASSIFIEDS:
The perfect way to find local professionals to work on your house! 

You can also find tutors, activities, sale items and more!

Kite Hill Board 
Members 2024

President - Brian Farrell	

Vice President - Stacey Taylor 

Treasurer - Jeff Bethard

Secretary - Valerie Sadai

Member at Large - Gregg Materna

	 IMPORTANT CONTACTS:

Seabreeze: 949-855-1800 

After hours Emergency: 800-232-7517 
	 (property threatening matters)

Kite Hill Seabreeze Community 

Manager: Julie McKenna, 949-599-2142
	 julie.mckenna@seabreezemgmt.com

California Coastal Patrol: 
	 714-563-1821

Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommendation 
or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered therein. 
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and not of the 
Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, publisher nor 
the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through this publication. 

Advertise in this Newsletter!
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th  
of the month for the next month’s issue,  
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.   

Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or 
info@newsletterconnections.com 
To find ad rates and discounts, go to  
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code. 

Baby Grand piano for sale. Kingsburg. Like new. 
$4,000 or best offer. Call Leslie at 949-233-7194.
Your neighborhood Estate Planning and Real  
Estate Attorney! Contact Katherine Hinton, Esq. for 
all your will, trust, probate litigation and real estate 
needs. (949) 357-0757. kmhlawgroup.com

We’ll Treat You Like Family!

License #916334

Maintenance Included 
with Every Repair

www.entry-systems.com • info@entry-systems.com

Visit Our Design Center:
26941 Cabot Rd #122, Laguna Hills

5 STAR COMPANY

(949) 495-0835
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REPAIR • SALES • INSTALLATION

(949) 238-8700
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

26534 Moulton Parkway, #E
Laguna Hills

(949) 238-8700
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

26534 Moulton Parkway, #E
Laguna Hills

03/31/2024

Kite Hill

03/31/2024

Kite Hill

NothingBundtCakes.comNothingBundtCakes.com

Expires 04/30/24. Expires 04/30/24.

This Space 
Intentionally 
Left Blank 

for Teen Services
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33525 SEXTANT DRIVE, DANA POINT | $2,200,000
2 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | Approx. 1,200 Sq. Ft.

Coveted ocean-view, single-story home in gated Niguel Shores. This 
home features sweeping vistas of the ocean, city lights, Catalina 
Island and Palos Verdes. 

Cora Berkery, REALTOR®

ABR, BS/BM, e-PRO, FSR, GREEN, GRI 
#1 IN KITE HILL

TOP 1.5% ALL 
agents and teams nationwide!

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. 
Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor 
sales associates, not employees. ©2024 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The 
Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned 
and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act CalRE# 01415774

KITE HILL
MARKET DATA

949.285.1984
Cora@CoraBerkery.com
www.CoraBerkery.com
CalRE#01415774 Successful  Together

FOR SALE IN ESCROW
23992 PLOVER LANE, LAGUNA NIGUEL | $1,900,000
4 Bedrooms | 3 Baths | Approx. 3,336 Sq. Ft.

Welcome to the ultimate Kite Hill TRIFECTA! A bonus room, pool, 
and cul-de-sac location. Highly sought after Meadowlark floor plan. 

22235 CAMINITO MESCALERO #213, LAGUNA HILLS | $699,900
3 Bedrooms | 2 Baths | Approx. 1,460 Sq. Ft. 

Amazing value in Laguna Hills with spectacular end unit floor plan 
offering a main floor primary suite.

IN ESCROW SOLD! 
28571 MURRELET, LAGUNA NIGUEL | CALL FOR SOLD PRICE
4 Bedrooms | 3 Baths | Approx. 2,667 Sq. Ft.

The Kite Hill Queen has done it again! Sold off-market ‘as is.’ 


