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Neighborhood Watch
 With the holidays upon us, some of our 
neighbors will be traveling to see friends and 

family. Many of us will be shopping online and in stores. The Laguna Niguel 
Police Department has tips on how to prevent crime this holiday season while 
we do these activities.
Going Out of Town?
 •  Lock all doors, windows and garage
 •  Notify your alarm company/check your cameras
 •  Secure all valuables
 •  Set timer on interior lights
 •  Don’t post your location on social media
 •  Ask a neighbor to keep watch
 •  Don’t leave spare keys outdoors

Garden of the Month
 The Garden of the Month 
for November has been 
awarded to Mark and Darla 
Pagano at 23982 Catbird 
Court. If you have driven up 
Kite Hill drive, from the north 
entrance, you cannot fail to 
notice this beautiful garden, 
with its impressive hanging 
baskets and spectacular gar-
den gate and brick work.
 Darla says that the two hanging baskets, which are overflowing with pink 
Impatiens and are situated by the front window, have taken a lot of work and 
perseverance. One of the difficulties with hanging baskets is making sure they 
are well watered and have good drainage. The Pagano’s have managed to hook 
both baskets to their irrigation system, and hide the hose almost entirely, which 
removes the need to constantly water by hand.
 At the front of the home there is a selection of succulents with a pastel color 

scheme that enhances the color of the driveway. 
The succulent garden is compliments of Carol 
Wick, Gardener, Painter & Handy-lady extraor-
dinaire who also lives on Catbird Court and can 
be reached at 949-232-3697. Carol has an eye 
for being able to beautify any space with the cor-
rect plants and flowers to be visually appealing 
all year round.

Kite Hill Reminders
KITE HILL ELECTION: The election of 
directors is scheduled for December 19th. 
Ballots have been mailed. Please be sure to 
VOTE! so that the election can be completed.

POOL HEAT: The pool heat was turned off 
on 11/27/23 and will be turned back on the 
week before Easter in 2024.

TENNIS COURT LIGHTING: The dam-
aged court light poles have been removed and 
two new light poles have been ordered and 
will be installed in the coming weeks. Once 
the new light poles are installed the courts will 
be reopened. 

COMMUNICATION: Are you receiving 
messages from the association? If not please 
contact our Community Manager to ensure 
you have an email in the system so that you 
receive important updates, com-
munity event & Board Meeting 
information. Contact Julie 
McKenna at julie.mckenna@
seabreezemgmt.com or 949-
599-2142.

HOLIDAY DECORATIONS: 
It’s wonderful to see all the 
beautiful holiday decorations in 
our community. We all enjoy 
them during the Holidays. Please 
be sure that the decorations are 
removed following the Holidays.
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enhances the color of the driveway. The succulent garden is compliments of Carol Wick, 
Gardener, Painter & Handy-lady extraordinaire who also lives on Catbird Court and can be 
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Next Board Meeting
 Tuesday, December 12th, 2023 
6:30 p.m. at the Community Clubhouse

Board Meetings are normally on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month unless otherwise posted. 
All residents are invited to attend. We have a 
Homeowners Forum at the start of each meeting, 
where homeowners can address the Board. We 
want to hear from you.
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Accountability.    Superior Customer Service.  Excep�onal Cra�smanship. 

Winter is coming, get your roof tune up today! 

Pacic Roong Systems offers: 

 Roof Repairs 
 Re‐roong 
 New Roong 
 Preventa�ve Roof Maintenance 
 Underlayment Evalua�on & Replacement 
 Gu�er and Downspouts Repair  & Cleaning 
 Roof Inspec�ons  
 Roof Tile Cleaning 
 Decking and Waterproong 

 Skylight installa�on and replacement 

949‐495‐4200                    
www.pacicroongsystems.com 

“This roofer saved us!  The roof has never leaked since 
Pacic Roong Systems handled everything for us” 

‐ Marta Reynolds, Kite Hill Resident 

 The Carrotwood tree and hedges are beautifully shaped 
and manicured, and more flowers are added around the 
entrance, using pots.
 One piece of advice that Mark and Darla told us was 
regarding the large Pine Tree that used to be in the backyard, 
which has been since removed and replaced by a tropical 
forest with a waterfall where the Pine tree used to reside. 
They had a lot of trouble growing anything underneath the 
Pine tree canopy and discovered that the soil under Pine trees 
becomes very acidic to the point where nothing could grow 
underneath it.
 At one point Hummingbirds were encouraged into 
the garden, with a number of feeders placed around. 
Unfortunately, Mark and Darla have a particularly speedy 
cat, named “Little Boo” and ‘Catbird Court’ became ‘cat bird 
caught’ so the feeders were quickly removed.

The Carrotwood tree and hedges are beautifully shaped and manicured, and more flowers are 
added around the entrance, using pots. 
 
One piece of advice that Mark and Darla told us was regarding the large Pine Tree that used to 
be in the backyard, which has been since removed and replaced by a tropical forest with a 
waterfall where the Pine tree used to reside. They had a lot of trouble growing anything 
underneath the Pine tree canopy and discovered that the soil under Pine trees becomes very 
acidic to the point where nothing could grow underneath it. 
 
At one point Hummingbirds were encouraged into the garden, with a number of feeders placed 
around. Unfortunately, Mark and Darla have a particularly speedy cat, named “Little Boo” and 
‘Catbird Court’ became ‘cat bird caught’ so the feeders were quickly removed. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Garden of the Month, continued from front



 December 2023 / Kite Hill Page 3

(949) 238-8700
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
26534 Moulton Parkway, #E

Laguna Hills

XX/XX/XX12/31/23

NothingBundtCakes.comNothingBundtCakes.com

Expires 12/31/23.

We’ll Treat You Like Family!

License #916334

Maintenance Included 
with Every Repair

www.entry-systems.com • info@entry-systems.com

Visit Our Design Center:
26941 Cabot Rd #122, Laguna Hills

5 STAR COMPANY

(949) 495-0835

S
E

N
IO

R CITIZE
N

DISCOUN
T

REPAIR • SALES • INSTALLATION

Package Theft
•  Take advantage of alternative delivery options and alerts
•  If your company allows, ship packages to your workplace
•  Ask a neighbor to pick up your package from your porch
•  Require signature on delivery

Neighborhood Watch, continued from front

•  Use Smart Package Lockers such as Amazon Lockers
•  Install security cameras on your front porch
•  Consider installing a parcel box near delivery door

Beware of Distraction Tactics
•  Be aware of your surroundings
•  Do not get distracted, 
 suspects work in groups
•  Do not leave your valuables unattended
•  Report suspicious activity 
 to store employees
•  Tell solicitors firmly that you are 
 not interested and walk away
•  If possible, get a description of suspicious 
 people and vehicles, then call dispatch
•  Non-Emergency Dispatch 949-770-6011 
 (phone options 1-9-1)

 This time of year, identity theft is also 
on the rise. To help combat the problem, 
Laguna Niguel Police Services offers shredding 
services to Laguna Niguel residents. Please 
remove notebooks, folders, binding clips, and 
any heavy metal clasps before bringing in your 
documents. There is no need to remove staples 
or standard paper clips. For questions, please 
call 949-362-4346. We hope you all have a very 
happy, safe and healthy holiday season.
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Thinking of Selling or Investing in a Home 
in Our Beautiful Kite Hill Community?    
Call for a Free Home Valuation from         

              

 24011 Canvasback  2,863 10/30/23 $1,640,000 
 24011 Goldeneye  2,018 10/18/23 $1,478,000 
  24191 Becard  3,098 10/09/23 $1,600,000 
 23812 Bittern  3,283 10/06/23 $1,749,000 
  23975 ibis  3,185 08/28/23 $1,720,000 
  28761 Jaeger  3,538 08/04/23 $1,850,000 
 28558 Jaeger  3,281 07/24/23 $1,960,000 
 23961 Dovekie  1,945 07/07/23 $1,411,000 
 29206 Bobolink  1,945 04/27/23 $1,430,000 
  28591 Jaeger  3,538 04/18/23 $1,925,000 

        TTHHEERREE  AARREE  CCUURRRREENNTTLLYY  NNOO  HHOOMMEESS  IINN  EESSCCRROOWW  

  29352 Bobolink 3,212 10/09/23   $1,849,999
  29232 Kestrel   3,098 09/07/23    $2,585,000

  

Your Kite Hill Neighbor for 35 Years

  Chris Jotblad, Realtor® 949.212.4868 
 email: Chris@ChrisJotblad.com   Keller Williams Realty          

Experienced Realtor® for 19  Years   Lic # 01409253 
Search for New Listings and Recent Sales online at:          

HomeSearchOrangeCountyCA.com  
       

   
 
“Chris is the picture of patience and care.  She 
spent weeks showing two families buying a home 
together homes and communities while our criteria 
expanded. Her attention to details of each of the 
homes allowed us to quickly see possibilities. Her 
experience allowed us to ask questions we had not 
considered. When we did agree on a property that 
met our needs Chris saved us thousands of dollars by 
optimizing both buyers and sellers priorities. Chris 
made the home buying experience efficient and 
earned my friendship.”  -Dick Verbeck 
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Gardening Club
 Happy holidays to all of our KH neighbors! We know a lot 
of you have planted fruit trees. Winter pruning apples and pears 
helps maintain the shape and balance of the trees. It removes 
crowded branches and growth that isn’t beneficial to producing 
fruit. For these two types of trees, pruning is best done between 
November and March while the trees are 
dormant. Preferably prune in dry weather. 
Winter pruning encourages strong spring 
growth. The lack of leaves allows better 
visibility so you can more easily identify 
the structure and shape of the tree.

Apple and Pear Tree Pruning Steps
1. Prune out any dead, diseased, or broken branches. 

Deadwood is often darker or black. The bark may peel 
or be split and no new buds are forming. Signs of disease 
are an open wound, discolored wood, oozing wounds, or 
peeling bark with discoloration. Any time you see disease 
or a dead branch, remove it. If wet conditions are present, 
cut past the disease (where you no longer see discolor-
ation in the wood). Once you have dry weather, then make 
your final proper pruning cut, either at an outward grow-
ing lateral or if removing the entire branch, at the collar.

2. Remove any sucker shoots. These are shoots that grow near 
the base of the tree, off the trunk or near it. Remove sucker 
shoots as soon as you see them, don’t wait.

3. Remove water shoots. Water shoots grow straight upwards 
and don’t produce fruit. They sap strength from the tree 
and shade fruit and lower branches.

4.  Prune any branches that grow downwards. These branches 
don’t provide fruit and can cause a branch to weaken over 
time and break.

5. Remove crossing or rubbing branches. Branches that cross 
will eventually cause rubbing, which opens the tree up to 
disease and insects.

6. Keep the center of the tree clear. Prune inward growing 
branches to keep the center of the tree clear for airflow and 
to avoid shading your fruit. You don’t want overpopulation of 
foliage because it’s going to shade it too much and will keep 
your fruit from becoming ripe. If you have a lot of younger 
shoots growing straight into the center of the tree, remove 
them.

7.  Choose well placed lateral branches to maintain healthy 
scaffolding. You want to make sure you don’t have branches 
that are right on top of one another. They’ll shade the lower 
branch and create an uneven tree. These branches should 
grow outwards rather than upward and be 4 to 6 inches apart.

National Thank You Note Day
 National Thank-You Note Day on December 26th recog-
nizes the time-honored tradition of thanking people for their 
gifts, hospitality, and generosity. It is a day to get some note 
cards, paper, pen, envelopes, and stamps to write those special 
thank-yous.
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Classified ads are $4.00/line (about 40 characters/line). Contact Newsletter Connections at 303-979-7499 
or info@newsletterconnections.com to place an ad. To view our display ad prices, visit our website at 
NewsletterConnections.com. The deadline for placing a classified or display ad is the 15th of the month 
for the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. for Oct. issue), except the January issue, which has a deadline 
of December 6th. Residents placing ads to sell household items are not charged a fee.

CLASSIFIEDS:
The perfect way to find local professionals to work on your house! 

You can also find tutors, activities, sale items and more!

Kite Hill Board 
Members 2023

President - Stacey Taylor 

Vice President - Matt Smith 

Treasurer - Brian Farrell

Secretary - Valerie Sadai

Director - Richard Chung

 IMPORTANT CONTACTS:
Seabreeze: 949-855-1800 
After hours Emergency: 800-232-7517 
 (property threatening matters)
Kite Hill Seabreeze Community 
Manager: Julie McKenna, 949-599-2142
 julie.mckenna@seabreezemgmt.com
California Coastal Patrol: 714-563-1821

News Articles 
Please submit news articles by the 10th of 
the month before the next month’s issue. 
All articles must be approved by the editor 
for publication, or as space permits. Please  
email kitehilldocs@gmail.com to submit 
an article for the newsletter. 

Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommendation 
or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered therein. 
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and not of the 
Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, publisher nor 
the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through this publication. 

Advertise in this Newsletter!
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th  
of the month for the next month’s issue,  
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.   

Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or 
info@newsletterconnections.com 
To find ad rates and discounts, go to  
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code. 

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  iiff  yyoouu  aarree  iinntteerreesstteedd  
iinn  ppllaacciinngg  aann  aadd  iinn  tthhiiss  nneewwsslleetttteerr!!  
OOuurr  JJaannuuaarryy  ddeeaaddlliinnee  iiss  DDeecceemmbbeerr  66tthh..  

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

SSaammee  GGrreeaatt  CCoommppaannyy,,  
OOwwnneerr  &&  EEmmppllooyyeeeess......  

JJuusstt  AA  NNeeww  NNaammee!! 330033--997799--77449999
iinnffoo@@nneewwsslleetttteerrccoonnnneeccttiioonnss..ccoomm
NNeewwsslleetttteerrCCoonnnneeccttiioonnss..ccoomm
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Landscape Update
 The Board has approved the relandscape of all four community entries. The new 
landscape will include an updated look and seasonal color. Currently, there is a water 
leak which must be repaired to ensure the new plantings receive the proper irrigation. 
Once the leak is repaired the new planting will be completed. 

Kite Hill Holiday Decorations 
and Toy Collection
 Looking for the best decorated streets in Kite Hill for the holiday? Both Eider Court 
and Ironhead Lane have over-the-top holiday decorations that will ohhhh and awww 
everyone in your clan. Eider Court has won the best decorated street in Laguna Niguel 
for many years, with Ironhead Lane a recent winner. For more holiday spirit, you may 
also drop off (in designated bins) an unwrapped toy for delivery to Children’s Hospital 
of Orange County – CHOC.
 The toy collection days are December 8th through the 17th. The streets will be 
decorated through December 31st.

This Space 
Intentionally Left Blank 

for Teen Services
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949.285.1984
Cora@CoraBerkery.com
www.CoraBerkery.com
CalRE#01415774

Cora Berkery, REALTOR®

ABR, BS/BM, e-PRO, FSR, GREEN, GRI 
30+ YEAR REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL. EXTRAORDINARY REACH. EXTRAORDINARY RESULTS.

Execution of a program agreement is required. RealVitalize is not available in all states and available only at participating offices. Void where prohibited by law. Additional terms and conditions apply. Results not guaranteed. If listing doesn’t sell within 12 months from the 
first project completion, seller must pay back the full amount of covered services. All property enhancement services are provided by the applicable service providers affiliated with Angi. Neither the Coldwell Banker System nor any of its respective franchisees or affiliated 
companies is providing any property enhancement product or service in connection with the RealVitalize program. Not intended as a solicitation if your property is already listed by another broker. Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not 
employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. The RealVitalize logo and service mark are owned by Realogy Group LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker System is comprised 
of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 
Act. 2288AL_REA-RFG_ 2/22

Successful  Together

FIX IT UP 
for nothing upfront

The RealVitalize® program helped 
with home improvements and repairs 

so my clients could sell for more!

If you are looking for a proven residential real estate professional,  
I would be pleased to recommend Cora Berkery. Cora is a Kite Hill specialist 
who knows the market and how to handle the many challenges that can arise 
during a transaction. We interviewed two other Realtors and decided to work with 
Cora as she had the track record and current results that gave us the confidence 
that our home would have the best chance of selling in an uncertain market. Cora 
is personable and fair, yet determined to succeed on behalf of her clients. Cora 
advised us on what steps we needed to take to prepare our home for sale and 
helped direct the entire process including necessary renovation, updates, and 
staging. The recipe made a huge difference in presenting our home in the best 
possible way for potential buyers. To say that Cora went above and beyond is an 
understatement! Her support team is equally responsive and competent and gave 
us the confidence we needed throughout the entire listing and escrow process. 

Sincerely,
Mark Arenal

BEST AGENT IN CALIFORNIA!! 
My sister and I used Cora Berkery to sell a family trust property. We could not have made 
a better decision. She went above and beyond in every regard and helped us make great 
decisions that increased the value. Cora was able to get multiple offers over the asking 
price with one open house event. Every step of the way she was there as part of our 
team. We absolutely adore Cora and would not hesitate to use her again. 

Sincerely,
John Damiano
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