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The 3 Pillars
of Giving

One of the most exciting things about
giving is that there are countless ways to
make a difference in the world. And while
there really is no wrong way to be gen-
erous, you may find that by tapping into
your unique skills and creativity that you
walk away with an enriched experience

Time: Time may be the
most valuable resource we all
have—once it’s gone, it’s gone.

That’s why it’s universally
understood how precious the
gift of time truly is. This type
of giving is providing someone
else with your own time to help

tutoring children at a homeless
shelter or an indirect service,
such as stocking shelves at a
food pantry.
Talent: Whether you share
your unique skills or profes-
sional expertise, you can use
your own talent to give back to your
community, or anywhere there is a need.
Examples may include a doctor providing
pro bono office hours at a local clin-
ic or an investment advisor who man-
ages the endowment of a charity. It’s
not only rewarding for philanthropists to
donate their talents, but also highly valued
because it provides a service or expertise
that is often out of reach for the recipients.
Treasure: When many people think
of generosity, they think of donating their
treasure—a euphemism for money or
other items with value. While cash is the
most common type of charitable donation,
it may also come in the form of real estate,
collectibles, and more.
—https://foundationsource.com/
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others. Your gift of time may be &
direct, hands-on service such as ﬁ.(

‘Tis The Season For
Christmas Trains in Colorado

What Christmas would be complete without hot cocoa, a trip to the North Pole,
or a visit with Santa Claus?! Do all that and more aboard one of these Colorado
Christmas holiday train rides.

From the Front Range to the Western Slope, there are a number of historic rail-
roads in Colorado that offer something special for the winter holiday season. While

most tourist trains shut down over the
winter, a few keep rolling on. Board these
unique Christmas themed trains for an
ﬁ }%‘ unforgettable time with your friends, fam-
ily, and loved ones. Here are Colorado’s
ﬁ best Christmas holiday train rides, in no
particular order:

SANTA’S LIGHTED FOREST:
Witness the snow-covered mountains in
% all their glory every evening aboard the
Georgetown Loop Railroad for an enchant-
% “ﬁing experience. The train makes a stop at
Santa’s Lighted Forest where the spirit of
)ﬁ the holidays is on display with thousands
of colorful lights that cover the trees and

Christmas village at the North Pole.
Passengers can meet Santa himself, enjoy hot cocoa and cookies all while watch-
ing the beautiful light show synchronized to selected Christmas carols. Passengers
have a choice of the Presidential Car, Parlor Car, or the Coach Car. This train departs

only from the Devil’s Gate Depot in Georgetown, Colorado. Website: georgetown-
looprr.com

SANTA’S ROCKY MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE: Perfect for the entire family,
hop aboard the Georgetown Loop train for a ride to the North Pole. Passengers will
join up with Santa and his little helpers who help pass out presents, treats, and goodies
for the children. Choose from the Presidential Car, Parlor Car, or the Coach Car — each
decorated with the festivities of the season. This train departs only from the Devil’s
Gate Depot location in Georgetown, Colorado. Website: georgetownlooprr.com

SANTA EXPRESS TRAIN: With your pajamas on, catch a ride aboard the
Santa Express Train where Santa’s helpers offer hot cocoa, cookies, and candy canes
and even read Christmas stories to all the passengers. Ride through the Royal Gorge
for an unforgettable journey to the North Pole, which shines with all the colors and
brilliance of Christmas.

Kids, get your Christmas wish list ready for Santa as he makes his way through
each class of service, visiting every child aboard the Royal Gorge Route Railroad. It
offers up to four daily departures, one of which includes an early morning train ride
that includes breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus. There are a variety of classes of
service available, from the Vista Dome and first-class lunch and dinner train to the
club and coach class.Website: royalgorgeroute.com

continued on page 2
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This Space
Intentionally Left Blank
for Teen Services

Chl‘istmas Tl'aills, continued from front page

THE POLAR EXPRESS TRAIN RIDE

Enjoy the warmth and fun of the season with a trip to the
North Pole aboard the Polar Express via the Durango and
Silverton Train. Experience the classic book, The Polar Express,
come to life with the chefs, conductor, Billy, and of course with
Santa and his elves.

Enjoy treats and a bedtime story of The Polar Express as
you head to the North Pole to pick up Santa. On your return to
Durango, Santa visits each car while your chefs lead all passengers
in the singing of Christmas carols. Passengers can choose from
three different classes of service; coach, deluxe, and first-class.

—https://www.uncovercolorado.com/christmas-
holiday-train-rides-in-colorado/

Stony Creek Board of Directors

President Michael Rooms 720-273-1251
Vice President Robert Bramel 303-933-6827
Secretary Sarah Benjamin 303-955-2451
Treasurer Scott Johnson 303-933-3779
Landscape OPEN
Social Chair OPEN

www.stonycreekhoa.org

Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommendation
or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered therein.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and not of the
Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, publisher nor
the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through this publication.

Advertise in this Newsletter!

The deadline for advertisements is the 15th

of the month for the next month’s issue, @-’a Yy @
except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th. 3' )

3! *
Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or ﬁ‘_ '-'-ﬂ
info@newsletterconnections.com @ o, Y

To find ad rates and discounts, go to
NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code.

We elves try to stick to the four main food groups:
candy, candy canes, candy corn, and syrup.
— Buddy, EIf

Previously:

(Yolorado
§Hasertype

Your neighborhood
newsletter publisher

NEWSLETTER
CONNECTIONS

Contact us if you are interested in placing an ad in this newsletter!
Our January deadline is December 6th.

info@newsletterconnections.com
NewsletterConnections.com




December 2023 / Stony Creek News

Page 3

Transform Your Home This Season!

As the holiday season approaches, it’s natural to want your home
to look its best for festive gatherings and celebrations. Thankfully,
there are ways to spruce up your living space, without breaking the
bank. Here are three options to think about that can transform the feel
of your home without major renovations:

1. Fresh Paint and Carpet:

A fresh coat of paint and new carpet can work wonders, comple-
menting each other to instantly revitalize a room and make it feel
brand new. The new paint brings a fresh perspective to the room
that can potentially lighten things up and make it feel more modern.
Meanwhile, new carpet enhances the comfort of a living space, creat-
ing an inviting and cozy atmosphere.

2. Window and Gutter Cleaning:

Crystal-clear windows usher in natural light, amplifying the
room’s vibrancy. This is especially nice for the holiday season, allow-
ing Christmas lights to shine through for a festive atmosphere. Clean
gutters serve a practical purpose, preventing water damage and pre-
serving your home’s structural integrity.

3. Deep Detail Cleaning:

Most of us forget how dirty our homes are until we begin cleaning
them. Dust and dirt build up throughout the year, and the majority of
people only clean surfaces and floors. That is why it is good to invest
in a quality deep detailed cleaning that will cover neglected areas such
as baseboards, light fixtures, and appliances. This service ensures that
your home not only looks great, but also promotes a healthy living
environment.

TRY A

FREE WEEK!

CROSSFIT | Hmoms

N4

- Open Gym Hours
- Dedicated Kids Area
- OPEN TO ALL AGES AND ALL FITNESS LEVELS!
Www.CROSSFITKENCARYL.com

720-660-1213

- Personal Training

- USA Weigntlifting
Gertified

Continual investment in your home is the greatest
thing you can do to increase its value. With these three
options, you can make a difference in the feel of your
property without breaking your budget or engulfing in
large renovation projects. If you happen to need help with
any of these activities, feel free to give me a call, as my
team and I are happy to assist! I wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a happy New Year as well!

— Rob Stark, 303-503-5736,
Stark Real Estate Group

Denver Botanic Gardens
Blossoms of Light

A stroll through the Denver Botanic Gardens is a

delightful way to celebrate the holiday season. The
Blossoms of Light extravaganza is a
twinkling and breathtaking twist on the .L
already beautiful gardens, especially ®
on a December evening. g

For over 30 years, lights have trans- % &
formed this cultural pocket of Denver e
and become an annual tradition for
many local families and friends. From Friday to Sunday,
November 17th, 2023 to January 7th, 2024, enjoy warm
drinks and holiday treats amongst the most festive lights,
blossoms, and pathways in Colorado.

/\ JKRoofing.com
A
JsIK
ROOFING
Calm After the Storm™

| Today

- Established Roofing & Exteriors Company - ~
- Hail Damage and Insurance Claims
» Roofing, Windows, Siding, Solar

ROOFING + WINDOWS + SIDING + SOLAR
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Outdoor Ice Skating Rinks

You don’t have to hit the slopes to have some cold, wintery
fun. Check out these rinks to get your ice skating fix.

RINK AT BELMAR, LAKEWOOD

Admission (skate rental included): $10 ($8 for kids 12
and under; seniors and children two and under skate free) or $6
if you bring your own skates. Park in the lot at Teller Street and
West Virginia Avenue. Even in the daytime, the Rink at Belmar
can get plenty of shade, so make sure you check the weather
and bundle up. Extreme weather may close the rink, so check
online or call ahead to make sure the rink is open as planned.
Outdoor heaters and fire pits help friends or parents stay toasty.

SKATING IN THE SQUARE, ARVADA

Admission (skate rental included): $10 ($7 for kids 12
and under). Take the G Line to Olde Town Arvada, and you’ll
find a cozy little skating rink in the square on 57th Avenue,
between the library and the pedestrian mall. Pick up your skates
at the nearby shed and take to the (synthetic) ice.

PARKER ICE TRAIL, PARKER

Admission: $9 ($7 for kids 10 and under). Skate rental:
$4. The ice circles a center grassy area and is fenced in on both
the inside and outside, offering more space for beginners to
hold on as they get accustomed to the ice. Located at the edge
of downtown Parker in Discovery Park (behind the library), the
ice trail offers concessions, skating aids for new skaters, and a
handful of fire pits and seating for spectators to keep warm.

ARE YOU

READY TO FLY?

Gig-speed fiber internet was just
unleashed in your neighborhood!

No data limits. No strings attached.

Monthly Cost Comparison for Gig Speed

DOWNTOWN DENVER RINK, DENVER

Admission: Free. Skate rental: $11 ($9 for kids 12 and
under; fourth graders skate free). The downtown rink sits in
Skyline Park, in the shadow of the Daniels & Fisher clocktower
between the 16th Street Mall and 17th on Arapahoe Street. Open
late on holidays and weekends, the rink offers concessions and
locker storage for your belongings. Fourth graders skate free,
and double-bladed skates are available in children sizes.

EVERGREEN LAKE, EVERGREEN

Admission: $14 (children four and under skate free); $20
with skate rental included. Skate rental: $10. Winning the
prize for best views while skating, Evergreen Lake is open
throughout the winter as weather permits. Learn to Skate class-
es are available for children, and athletes can sign up for hock-
ey and broomball online.
Regulars or families can
purchase 10-punch skate
cards for $120 ($30 sav-
ings). Park at Evergreen
Lake House or take the
shuttle from Stagecoach
Park lower parking lot on
weekends and holidays.

— In Part From https://www.5280.com/
best-places-for-ice-skating-in-denver/

COMCAST DIRECTLINK

Everyday Pricing - no expiring discounts

No contracts/commitments

No requirement to buy other products for a "better" price

Unlimited data included

Matching download and upload speeds

Always get the speed you paid for

Quickly connect with live customer service in Colorado

Appreciate your business and show it

00000000
QOO0

Free Router and Wi-Fi gear for

Gig speed service fee $110 $89 as long as you're a customer.
Modem/Wi-Fi Rental $14 $0 a $10/month value.
Symmetrical Speeds (upload matches download) not available $0 Free install. A $100 value.
Unlimited Data $30 $0 Other speed options are available.
Total Cost $154 @_ﬁj}_{) P ——

i

1
Pre-order today to get these limited-time offers! |i;.
Call 303-529-1111 | Visit DLBroadband.com/residential-fiber :

i

dlrectllnk | I II I

B B EEEE PRIVACYFLOWCCODECOM BEEE BN I
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CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to find local professionals to work

on your house! You can also find activities, sale items and more!
Find more professionals to suit your needs on our Service Provider Directory at NewsletterConnections.com.

DENVER’S PREMIER GAS FIREPLACE SERVICE.  Furnace inspection w/ CO detection - $49.99. Stecki painting. Inter/ext. Jeff 720-331-7025

All Brands | 25 Years | Family-Owned & Operated Emporia Home Services, Your local HYAC Com- OB PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. Free Est. Call
a SAFE HOME Gas Fireplace Service, Inc. pany. 303-909-2018. (parts/addit. labor not included) today! 30 years in business! Rob: 303-986-8198
303-973-5848 www.agasfireplacerepair.com

Lisa’s Music Studio. Piano, Guitar, Banjo, Uku-  yusic LESSONS! Piano, Guitar, Bass, Trusted
Drywall - Basement finishes - Remodeling. lele, Viola, Violin, Cello, & Drums. 303-883-1157.  3uhar 20+yrs, Great w/ kids. Text 720-297-8767
Years of exp. w/ refs. Gary 303-829-6363 Tutori des « helo. strenath i :

- — utoring - proviges homework Nelp, SIengin-  pike the Plumber - Your reliable neighborhood
Tree Pruning and removal Specialists. Call ens skills, and/or enrichment. Call/text Nancy, plumber for 14 yrs. Competitive rates. Free es-
Mr. B! Free est., ins., 30 yrs. exp. 303-932-2514  licensed teacher K-6, 303-932-9745 for availability. yi-te 720-422-8139

Classified ads are $4.00/line (about 40 characters/line). ContactNewsletter Connections at 303-979-7499 or Info@NewsletterConnections.com to
place an ad. To view our display ad prices, visit our website at NewsletterConnections.com. The deadline for placing a classified or display ad is
the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. for Oct. issue), except the January issue, which has a deadline of December 6th.
Residents placing ads to sell household items are not charged a fee.

Trail of Lights: Chatfield Farms

Now — Jan. 1, various evenings, 5-8:30 p.m. (closed Dec. 25).

An Extravaganza of Lights

Tucked into the foothills under the dark sky, the glow of lights can be at Hudson Gardens

seen for miles. Just under a mile of walking trail, the illumination of Now-Dec. 31, 2023 Walk through a winter won-
cottonwoods, boxelders and pine trees line the pathway through the derland of thousands of outdoor lights in Littleton.
Green Farm, Crossroads, Deer Creek Discovery Children’s Play Area Explore the trails, where bursts of light and color
and 1880s Hildebrand Ranch homestead. There is the option of an alter- wrap around trees and shimmer on bodies of water.

native path for those who want to take a shorter stroll.

Are your trees 303-868-316

ready for the  yqyyNTREELL COM
SINNOW ¢

Tree, Lawn & Landscape M " '07“ Wln 'I'Er
- Reduces weight ' '
OUR SERVIBES and risk (ﬁ'lirﬂ:hs Dﬁcﬂuﬂ;l- 15
back!

breaking
TREE TRIMMING \/ » Reduces amount
TREEREMOVAL of a_nug\nuded to & Landscape offersa
PLANT HEALTH CARE &/ SUTLE I 10% winter discount

HOLIDAY LIGHTS vl - Higher success on pruning and
rate in the removals, when
Spl‘ing authorized work will

IZ!E‘. SChEdulECI I]EIIWEE[I

Autumn Tree Lawn

December 1st 2027 -
March 1st 2024

g
[ 20,




Newsletter Connections

7142 W. Morraine Dr. UPSR?’}({)ging
Littleton, CO 80128 PAID

303-979-7499 LITTLETON, CO
info@newsletterconnections.com PERMIT NO. 481

Page 6 Stony Creek News / December 2023

ST AR o7

g‘-ﬁ"

REAL ESTATE GROUP

RE/MAX Professionals

Rob Stark e (303)503-5736
‘Home for the Holidaya!

Get ready to unwrap the perfect home this holiday season with the help
of our fantastic team! Meet Rob Stark, our amazing agent with over
thirty years of experience as a top real estate broker and former
Certified Residential Appraiser. With his expert guidance, our

dedicated project management service, and a talented interior design .ﬁ;{ *
team, we're here to ensure you celebrate the holidays in the house of \}J ,--'Q"--‘ \F/
your dreams! LIFETHE C4AMOND ‘

RE/MAX

HALL o FAME

What the Stark Team Brings to YOU!

AR VEMEN

5

(1)

Complimentary Consultation Project management

%

Trusted Contractor Network

Top Ranked Broker Interior Design

Call to inquire on any of our services!

YOUR DREAM.
4. OURMISSION. .




