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Last Day Of

School Traditions

The last day of school is both a happy
and sad occasion. While you celebrate
your child’s accomplishments, you also
mark another year off the calendar.

1. Photo. Take a photo of your child
in the place where you also took a photo
on the first day. That could be by the front
door, at the school, or sitting at their desk.

2. Balloons. Count down the last day
with balloons. Fill five balloons with a
note or a treat and number them. Each
day, have your child pop a balloon and
enjoy the surprise inside.

3. Signatures. Send your
child to school on the last day
with something that friends can
write on and a sharpie. Your
child’s friends can autograph
their shirt, a pillowcase, or
another keepsake. This is espe-
cially fun for kids moving up to
the next school campus, i.e. 5th
grade to middle school.

4. Planning. Make a summer
bucket list. Sit down together
and plan out a few fun things to
look forward to doing over the
summer break.

5. Surprise. Kick off the summer
with a fun surprise when your child
comes home from the last day. Keep it
simple, such as hiding a bucket of water
balloons by the front door or making a
Last Day basket full of summer fun.

6. Chalk. If your child rides the bus,
decorate the sidewalk from the bus stop
to the front door with sidewalk chalk.
Write messages like, “Happy summer!”

7. Garden. Start a summer garden.
Beans, carrots, cucumbers, and melons
can be planted in May or June throughout
the US.

—https://onemamasdailydrama.com
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10 Ways To Make Mom Feel
Special On Mother’s Day

Moms—they really deserve more than a day, don’t they? While we always try to
let the mothers in our lives know how much they’re appreciated, we try extra hard
to show her how much we care on Mother’s Day!

Feed her! Whether it’s by taking her out to her favorite restaurant (or one
she’s been dying to try) or, even better, cooking a thoughtful meal full of her
favorite dishes, it will leave both her heart and her stomach happy.

Plan a family photo session or maybe one for just you and her. Get silly in
front of the camera, and you’ll have more than just the memory of your day
together—you’ll have something tangible to share with her. Plus, as a bonus,
you can relive the day all over again when the proofs come in!

* Treat her to breakfast in bed! Sleeping
in and not having to cook breakfast? Most
moms can’t think of a better gift!

e Fill up her gas tank, do the grocery shop-
ping, clean the house—when you handle
some of these simple but burdensome tasks
like these, she’ll appreciate your appreciation!

Experience something new together!
Experiences have a way of bonding people
together, so take a hot air balloon ride, go to
a concert, skydive, or take a cooking class
together, and you’ll create memories to last
for a lifetime.

* Every mom has a honey-do list. Consider
tackling a big project on the list that she’ll be so thrilled to see completed.
We’re talking cleaning the garage, organizing a closet, or maybe even a
woodworking project.

Plan a party for her and the other special moms in her life—her mom, her
sister, her best friend, and, of course, those moms’ children. She’ll adore
being surrounded by her closest loved ones.

Whisk mom around the town with a day filled with her favorite activities.
Soak in some quality time at a spa or a museum together, treat her to a shop-
ping spree, or play a round of tennis with her.

Treat mom to a gift that is thoughtful and special. Don’t just buy another
robe or sweater, unless you know she really wants one. Consider buying her
something that she wouldn’t typically buy for herself or something that she’s
been talking about for a while. Has she wanted new tableware? Does she have
an empty place on her wall that she has been wanting to fill? Could she use a
day to treat herself? Get personal with it!

You can write her a letter, make a list of all the reasons you love and
appreciate her, or turn it all into a craft project. Just be sure the day
doesn’t pass without you taking the time to thank her for being such a
thoughtful mother.

—https://www.pauladeen.com
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Advertise in this Newsletter!

The deadline for advertisements is the 15th

of the month for the next month’s issue, @::..!'""5 . ®
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Newsletter Connections: 303-979-7499 or ﬁf ':'E
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To find ad rates and discounts, go to =

NewsletterConnections.com or scan QR code.

This Space
Intentionally Left Blank
for Teen Services

Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not constitute a recommendation
or endorsement by the publisher or the association of the goods or services offered therein.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual authors and not of the
Board of Directors of your association or the publisher. Neither the Board, publisher nor

the authors intend to provide any professional service or opinion through this publication.

Four Meaningful Ways
To Honor Memorial Day

While there are many fun things to do on Memorial Day, it’s
important for everyone to take time this day to reflect on what it
means to be an American citizen and what sacrifices our people
have made so that we could live freely today. There are many
ways to participate in this special day, but here are four meaning-
ful ways to honor our fallen heroes.

Learn: Visit a military memorial or museum.

Show: Make a donation to organizations that support veter-
ans — even if it’s just $5! Show gratitude is through thanking a
veteran with a card or letter, donation, or phone call.

Share: Consider taking some time to volunteer or donate
your resources on this day. You can volunteer at a veteran’s hos-
pital, a nursing home, a local food bank, or a homeless shelter.
You can also donate blood to the American Red Cross.

Participate: Go to a local parade or ceremony and watch as
an honor guard carries an American flag for the fallen. Visit a
war memorial and pay your respects, whether it’s at Arlington
National Cemetery or someplace closer to home. Visit any vet-
erans in nursing homes and spend some time talking with them
about their experiences.
—https://www.viptogo.com/blog-ways-to-honor-memorial-day
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Tissue Paper Poppy

Want to slide in a history lessons while keeping little hands
busy? You can help kids make a tissue paper poppy while
explaining about Memorial Day’s origins, then explain that
poppies, because they are blood-red, became a symbol of sac-
rifice during World War 1. These are easy to create, and they
make a lovely gift. You’ll need: one sheet of red tissue paper, a
small piece of black construction paper, two green
pipe cleaners, scissors, and tape.

1. Cut a small (about 1-inch diameter or less)
circle from the black construction paper.

2. Place a piece or two of tape on one side of
your circle to reinforce the paper.

3. Fold the circle and make a small cut
through the paper and tape near the center,
just big enough to push a pipe cleaner
through. Then fold and cut one more.

4. Cut all around the edges of your black
circle so that they look like fringe.

5. Now, fold your red tissue paper until you
have several layers — a 3” x 3” square is about right, but
you don’t have to be exact.

6. Cut a vaguely petal-like shape through all the sheets at
once. Remember that your flower will most likely not
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be inspected by a horticulturalist. Cut through all the
edges so that each layer becomes separated from the
others. Then fold it gently and cut a small hole through
the center.

7. Hold a green pipe cleaner (for little ones, be careful
of potentially pointy ends!) and stack the tissue
papers onto the pipe cleaner, letting them turn
and settle randomly. Then top it with the black
construction-paper circle, tape side against the
tissue so it isn’t showing. Loop the end of the pipe
cleaner through one of the center holes, then bend
it, hook-like, and loop it back through the second
hole, and twist to secure it.

8. Bunch up the tissue paper, folding it accor-
dion-style for maximum volume in your
flower. Flip the flower upside-down and
secure it with a piece of tape. I’ve tried just
doing a pipe cleaner and it slips, but you
can also cover the tape with a second green
pipe cleaner to make the underside of the

flower more realistically stem-like.

9. Holding the bottom of the flower, gently separate the
petals until your flower is beautiful.

—https://denver.kidsoutandabout.com

OB PAINTING INC.

CALL ROB : 303-908-9063

$500 off

Exterior Painting

*10% Off For Payments In Cash
* Multiple Home Discount

American family owned. 30 years in business.
Workmans Comp & Liability Insurance. Credit cards accepted.
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Ethuette For Dog Parents
Scoop your poop. Bring several bags on your walks
to be sure you have enough. If you run out, either
come back and clean it up later, or ask another walk-
er if they have a bag to spare.

* Prevent barking. Practice getting your dog’s atten-
tion to easily redirect him if he barks at people or
other dogs. If you know your dog acts this way, only
allow him in the yard when supervised.

e Only let your dog greet a stranger if they ask. The
same rule applies if you see another dog and care-
taker approaching. Ask first and respect the other’s
response.

* Always leash your dog on walks. Not everyone is
comfortable around dogs. Keep your dog close to
you and stay alert to others. Your leash should be
short enough to prevent your dog from contacting or
jumping on passersby.

* Don’t play while on leash. If you meet another dog
on a walk (and it’s alright with their caretaker) let
the dogs sniff each other for five seconds and move
on. Letting your dog play with another dog while on
leash can result in injury and teach your dog that all
dogs enjoy this kind of interaction, although many
don’t.

* Be aware of other people’s feelings. If your dog
does something to upset someone (jumping up, bark-
ing) apologize to them and take measures to prevent
the situation from reoccurring.

— Animal Humane Society

Spring Landscaping Tips!

Spring is here and your landscape is beginning to wake up! It’s
the perfect time to get a head start on gardening tasks. By following
these tips, you can create a beautiful and sustainable landscape that
thrives in Colorado’s unique environment. Dig in!

Cut back perennial flowers & ornamental grasses. Cut
all the dead, crispy, brown material from last year to ground
level. Removing them allows new growth.
Prune shrubs. Spring is the perfect time of year to prune
damaged or crowded branches from your bushes. Use good
pruning techniques and avoid shearing shrubs. For more
info check out this video: https://planttalk.colostate.edu/
youtube-videos/tree-videos/#shrubs
Refresh wood mulch areas. Add new mulch to plant beds
with enough mulch, chips, or bark so the entire layer is 3-4
inches thick. This will suppress weeds and preserve soil
moisture throughout the growing season.
Water by hand in dry periods. Your plants’ roots become
active once the soil temperature rises over 40 degrees. This
means your plants will start using soil moisture before you
turn on your sprinkler system. During an extended dry peri-
od, water your lawn, flowers and trees with a hose-end sprin-
kler periodically to ensure the soil is moist enough to support
healthy growth.
Consider Xeriscaping a portion of your landscape. Explore
planting drought-tolerant native plants to reduce water and
enhance the visual appeal of your yard. Options include sage,
yarrow, Rocky Mountain Juniper or hedgehog cactus.

— Rob Stark, Realtor, Stark Real Estate Group
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CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to find local professionals to work
on your house! You can also find activities, sale items and more!

Find more professionals to suit your needs on our Service Provider Directory at NewsletterConnections.com.

Columbine Complete Concrete. All phases of
concrete. Concrete repairs and sealing. Land-
scaping. Free est. Call 303-419-2003.

DENVER’S PREMIER GAS FIREPLACE SER-
VICE. All Brands | 26 Years | Family-Owned &
Operated. a SAFE HOME Gas Fireplace Service,
Inc. 303-973-5848 www.agasfireplacerepair.com

Drywall - Basement finishes - Remodeling.
Years of exp. w/ refs. Gary 303-829-6363

Grass or Corn fed beef for sale - farm fresh,
straight from our Colorado ranch to your table.
All natural and perfect for high protein diets. Sold
by quarter, half or whole. Call 719-349-0679.
KSayles@plainstel.com

TH Consulting. Providing handy man ser-
vices, landscaping & concrete work. Please
call Trent 720-226-5586.

Tutoring - provides homework help, strength-
ens skills, and/or enrichment. Calltext Nancy,
licensed teacher K-6, 303-932-9745 for availability.

Interior Painting. Detail oriented. Affordable.
Free Estimates. Jeff 720-877-4154

Tree by Mr. B. Your pruning&tree need special-
ists. Doug 303-932-2514, free est, 30+yrs. fully ins.

Stecki painting. Inter/ext. Jeff 720-331-7025

AIC or Furnace inspection w/ CO detection -
$49.99. Emporia Home Services, your local HVAC
specialist. 303-909-2018. (parts/addit. labor not incl.)

MUSIC LESSONS! Piano, Guitar, Bass, Trusted
teacher 20+yrs, Great w/ kids. Text 720-297-8767

OB PAINTING. $350 off exterior/ $150 off
interior. Free Estimates. Rob: 303-908-9063.

Lisa’s Music Studio. Piano, Guitar, Banjo, Uku-
lele, Viola, Violin, Cello, & Drums. 303-883-1157.

Mike the Plumber - Your reliable neighborhood
plumber for 14 yrs. Competitive rates. Free es-
timate. 720-422-8139

Classified ads are $4.00/line (about 40 characters/line). ContactNewsletter Connections at 303-979-7499 or Info@NewsletterConnections.com to
place an ad. To view our display ad prices, visit our website at NewsletterConnections.com. The deadline for placing a classified or display ad is
the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. for Oct. issue), except the January issue, which has a deadline of December 6th.

Residents placing ads to sell household items are not charged a fee.

Teacher Appreciation Day

National Teacher Appreciation Day is on the Tuesday during first
full week in May as a reminder to show appreciation for teachers every-
where. We are using this National Day to say thank you to all teachers
for their time and dedication to educate our children.

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE

The legacy of brave men and women
who have fought and died for their country
is the freedom we enjoy as Americans.

— Lucian Adams

ESTIMATE

AUTUMM TREE LAWN & LANDSCAPE

TREE TRIMMING
TREE REMOVAL
STUMP GRINDING
EMERGENCY SERVICES
STORM DAMAGE

PLANT HEALTH CARE
MULCH INSTALLATION

303-868-3164

www.autumntreell.com

TREE PLANTING
LAWN CARE
FIREWOOD
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The Team
Approach

Top Ranked Broker

Interior Design
@ Project
Management

= Administrative
Staff

YOUR DREAM.
OUR MISSION.

Meet Rob Stark!

Rob is a fourth-generation Colorado native who has
been a part of the Columbine community since
1997. Starting as a Certified Residential Appraiser,
he later became a broker with RE/MAX in 2006. Over
his 34-year career, he achieved the RE/MAX
Diamond Award, Lifetime Achievement, & Hall of
Fame. He has also been recognized as 5280
Magazine’s Top Real Estate Agents.

Have an entire team
work for You!

When you hire Rob Stark,
you will receive his
incredible market expertise
and other unmatched perks.
We offer full-service project
management, interior design
support, and administrative
excellence. Our entire team
shares the same goal: to
ensure you receive the best
service to meet your real
estate needs.

%) (303) 503-5736

] Rob@StarkREG.com



